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Book And Magazine Collector goes on sale on the third Friday of each month. Here 
are the dates for the next two issues: 


ISSUE ADVERTISING COPY DATE 


JANUARY (on sale 19 December).20 November 

FEBRUARY (on sale 16 January).16 December 


FROM FACT TO FICTION 

W ith the exception of the lucky few who were financially independent, most 
famous authors had to continue in their job or profession in order to solve 
Micawber’s problem of finding the income to meet expenditure. Their early writing 
was done in their spare time, and indeed many of them, like A.J. Cronin, John 
Mortimer, Dick Francis, and Ernest Hemingway, for example, based much of their 
early fiction on their own experiences in their working lives. 

Nevil Shute, however, is one author who always seemed to be just as interest¬ 
ed in his career as an aeronautical engineer as he was in his writing. He was certainly 
involved in several innovative projects, including the design of the giant R100 airship 
(not the one that crashed) and the Barnes Wallis bomb which breached the Moehne 
and Eder Dams in the second world war. But when he reached his forties, he did 
finally decide to devote all his energies to writing. Despite the fact that there are now 
many people who collect his works, they are still comparatively inexpensive. His first 
novel, “Marazan”, sells for around £35, but most of his other novels can be bought 
for between £5 and £10. 

Vita Sackville-West, on the other hand, never had to worry about where her next 
meal was coming from. Although she wrote marvellous verse, she also (somewhat 
surprisingly) developed a strong interest in gardening, and produced a number of 
memorable books on the subject, which are now much sought-after, although it is her 
poetry books which now fetch the highest prices. 

Although it is not our normal practice to give separate values in our 
bibliographies, the great difference between the British and American first editions of 
Isaac Asimov is so marked that I thought it would be useful for all science fiction 
collectors if I listed them separately. 

Unfortunately, increased production costs (and the changing value of the pound) 
mean that we will have to increase our cover price to £1.40 from the January 1987 
issue. Can I just also remind all advertisers that copy for the February issue has to be 
with us by 16th December. 

As this is our December issue, I thought it would be very appropriate if we had a 
feature on Christmas Cookery Books. Indeed, many of the mouthwatering recipes 
they contain could only have been written in an age when nobody bothered about 
calories or waistlines! 


Everyone at Book And Magazine Collector would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all the compliments of the season. We hope you have a very happy 
Christmas. a 


ADVERTISERS - PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE! 

All copy for the FEBRUARY '87 ISSUE should reach us by 
TUESDAY 16th DECEMBER - please post earlier if possible! 







NEVIL 

SHUTE 


AUTHOR OF 'ON THE BEACH' 
AND*A TOWN LIKE ALICE' 

BY DAVID A. THOMAS 


N evil Shute had three consuming loves in 
his life — other than his family. In 
chronological order, they were his 
aeronautical career, Australia, and his books. 
But in order of affection, Australia probably 
came first, and it is a toss up between the 
other two for second place. Unfortunately, 
Shute never wrote an autobiography of his 
literary life, and he has had no biographer, 
so we are left tantalisingly in doubt. His 
publisher suspects that Australia had a great 
effect upon Shute’s emotions, and this is 
evidenced by his setting so many of his 
novels in that vast country. Even the rough 
hostility of the flooding rainy season in 
Queensland (in his novel “In The Wet”) still 
leaves a sense of affection for the country. 

1986 marks the Diamond Jubilee of the 
publication of Nevil Shute’s first novel, 
“Marazan”, published by Cassell in 1926. 
Sixty years later — and twenty-six after his 
own death — nearly every one of Shute’s 
twenty-two novels is still in print, stunning 
testimony to his nationwide popularity; and 
each of these novels, plus his autobiography 
of his early life as an engineer, has appeared 
as a Pan paperback. 

AIRCRAFT 

“Marazan” itself had an intriguing 
beginning. Nevil Shute was working in the 
aircraft industry at the: time, on the const¬ 
ruction of His Majesty’s Airship ‘R100’, and 
he devoted eighteen months of his evenings 
to the drudgery of writing the novel — all of 
it twice, and some of it three times. Event¬ 
ually he sent the completed manuscript to 
the renowned Norman Flower of Cassell, 
who was impressed with the work and sent 
for the author to discuss it. 

The young Shute - still in his early 
twenties — was surprised when Flower 
explained that Cassell didn’t print the word 
‘bloody’, and Shute readily agreed that all 
such references should be changed to 
‘ruddy’. Later, Shute felt emboldened to 
suggest numerous detailed alterations to the 
proposed agreement with Cassell — so much 
so that Norman Flower returned the manu¬ 
script and withdrew his offer to publish. 

A somewhat abashed Shute sought out a 
university friend at A.P. Watt, the respected 
literary agent — they were acting at the time 
for Conan Doyle, Kipling and Edgar Wallace 






— and it was they who persuaded Cassell to 
reconsider and publish the novel. 

The result was not a success. No one, 
including Shute, expected much of it, and 
by the time the novel went out of print, it 
had just about covered the author’s £30 
advance on royalties. The book then stayed 
out of print for twenty-six years. When it 
was finally reissued as a cheap edition, it 
made £432 in royalties in the first six 
months. 

Shute’s adoption of his pseudonym also 
dates from the publication of “Marazan”. 
At the time he was enjoying a fairly import¬ 
ant job with Vickers, the aircraft company, 
and he judged that they might take 
exception to one of their employees indulg¬ 
ing in fanciful novel-writing. So he adopted 
a nom-de-plume by simply omitting his true 
surname, Norway. 

Nevil Shute Norway was born on 17 Jan¬ 
uary 1899, to comfortably-off parents, and 
he enjoyed an impeccable schooling and up¬ 
bringing. Dragon School, Oxford, was a fine 
preparation for Shrewsbury School, 
followed by a spell at the Royal Military 
Academy in Woolwich. Service at the 
end of the war as a private in the Suffolk 
Regiment was followed by three years at 
Balliol College, Oxford, and he came down 
with a creditable BA in 1922. He promptly 
celebrated this with a six-month holiday in 
Italy. 

At the beginning, Nevil embarked on an 
aeronautical career as a calculator with the 
de Haviland Aircraft Co. Ltd. 

The itch to write was already upon him: 
perhaps Italy stimulated the poetical side of 
his writing ability, for he toyed with poetry 
for a while, but he found it too demanding. 



Shute wrote his first novel, “Marazan”, when 
working as an engineer on the airship R100. Today 
a VG copy of this book usually sells for £30-£40. 


“A piece of writing is like a camera,” he 
once recalled, “the smaller it is the more 
carefully it has to be made. In a novel a few 
awkward phrases can get lost in the crowd.” 

Nevil Shute became absorbed by his 
aviation career. He learnt to fly just after 
joining de Havilands, and passed his tests for 
the Royal Aero Club’s certificate. 








In “The Rainbow and the Rose” (Heinemann, 
1958), Nevil Shute captures the pioneering spirit of 
the early days of aviation. 


By now he was spending his evenings 
writing. A first novel was. completed and 
sent out to publishers. It never found a 
taker. A second followed in 1924 and, like 
the first, it became consigned to the shelf. 
The third attempt was “Marazan”. It was to 
set him on the road to over thirty years of 
authorship, and he finally became one of the 
world’s most widely read novelists. 



Soon Shute was chief calculator with the 
Airship Guarantee Co., working on the 
construction of the rigid airship ‘R100’. He 
worked for some time under (Sir) Barnes 
Wallis, the designer of the airship, and later 
inventor of the ‘bouncing bombs’ which 
destroyed the Moehne and Eder dams in 
World War Two. Shute rose to deputy chief 
engineer in 1928 and in 1930 twice flew the 
Atlantic in ‘R100’, representing the con¬ 
tractors. But the crash of her sister airship, 
‘R101’, in 1930 on her way to India marked 
the end of all airship endeavours in England. 
At the same time, Shute was managing 
director of the Yorkshire Aeroplane Club: 
he then founded Airspeed Ltd., an aeroplane 
construction company which he ran for the 
rest of the 1930s. 

REWARD 

The poor financial reward for his first 
novel did not disconcert the young writer; 
indeed, publication seemed to inspire him 
and he embarked on his second novel 
enthusiastically. Like so many of its success¬ 
ors, it had a hying flavour. “So Disdained” 
was published in 1928; later in the year it 
appeared in the U.S.A. under the title “The 
Mysterious Aviator”. Shute once recalled 
that titles were a constant source of debate 
and argument with his publishers, and in 
fact five of his novels received new titles 
when published in the States. 

Only three more novels were published 
during the 1930s, a decade of intensive hard 
work when the flourishing aircraft industry 
claimed Shute’s time and energies. “Lonely 
Road” (1932) was important to Shute for 
two reasons: a new U.S. publisher, and a 
film. A.P. Watt managed to persuade William 
Morrow & Co. of New York to publish the 
novel, and so began a harmonious and profit¬ 
able relationship with this prestigious 
publishing house which has lasted to this 
day. 

It was a few years later, in 1936, that 
Watt managed to sell the film rights of 
“Lonely Road” to Ealing Studios. Shute has 
revealed that in writing the book he had 
envisaged the central character as Clive 
Brook, the urbane, handsome screen idol of 
the time. On publication of the book, Shute 
had sent a copy to the film star, and four 
years later, the film materialised, with Brook 



and Victoria Hopper in the starring roles. 
Shute mentioned that it never made him 
much money, but it was great fun. 

Shute’s father would have been proud of 
him. He too had claims to literary accomp¬ 
lishment, with the publication of a book, 
“The History of the Post Office Packet 
Service”, an account of the traffic between 
Falmouth and New York. Shute’s mother 
also found a publisher for a slim volume of 
letters on a political theme: “The Sinn Fein 
Rebellion As I Saw It”. 

1938 saw the publication by Cassell of 
“Ruined City” but the American edition by 
William Morrow appeared with the title 
“Kindling”. The publishers were very 
excited by the book, and it is recorded that 
the film rights were sold, but I cannot trace 
the film ever having been made. 

In the following year - the year of the 
outbreak of World War Two - “What 
Happened To The Corbetts?” was published, 
but again there was trouble with the title 
and the U.S. edition was changed — perhaps 
for the better, in this case - to “Ordeal”. It 
was selected as the Book of the Month by a 
book club, but what is more intriguing is the 


fact that when Shute wrote it he was 
eighteen months ahead of events, in relating 
the story of a family bombed out in South¬ 
ampton and living on a houseboat. 

All of these 1930s novels are an essential 
part of a Nevil Shute collection. They need 
their dust-wrappers and they should be 
British first editions in VG condition or 
better to warrant the valuations quoted 
here. Remember that they were published in 
great quantity, so there is no great scarcity 
value, except in the case of “Marazan”. This 
is certainly the rarest of these titles and, 
depending on its condition, a copy will fetch 
£30-£40 today. All the other titles can be 
found for £8-£12. 

The onset of war brought changes to 
most people’s lives, Shute’s included. He had 
already given up his engineering enterprise — 
it had grown to a company employing 1,035 
people - and he put his yachting interests to 
more useful and positive war use as an 
officer in the RNVR. By 1941 he was a 
Lieutenant-Commander, and at the war’s 
end in 1945 he ‘retired’ at the early age of 
46 to devote more time to his writing 
interests. 


NOWAmLABLE 
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NEVlL SMITE 

TRUSTED from 


"Trustee from the Toolroom’’ (1960), published 
posthumously, is one of Shute’s happiest novels, 
and became one of his four top-selling titles. 


Shute’s ability to write novels continued 
undiminished despite his wartime duties, and 
increasingly he gained a following of 
admirers who read each new book avidly. 
He began to enjoy the reputation of being a 
storyteller of some worth. His books were 
not long or complex; their storylines were 
easy to absorb, but they made compulsive 
reading, as is shown by the sheer number of 
reprints published through the years. 

“An Old Captivity” (1940) fared well 
enough, but it was to be another ten years 
before it became a best-seller. Later in that 
same year, Heinemann published “Land¬ 
fall”, a novel which highlighted Shute’s 
technical knowledge. Whenever aviation 
entered into his stories, his facts were, of 
course, unquestionable, and lent reality to 
the novels. “Landfall”, subtitled “A Channel 
Story”, was published in the U.S.A. in the 
same year. The book was made into a film 
in 1949, and no doubt this brought about a 
resurgence of interest in the novel. It was 


reprinted twice in 1940, twice more in 1941, 
then once each year from 1949 to 1961 
(with a couple of exceptions), with later 
editions appearing in 1964, 1967, 1971 and 
1979. 

Nor is this printing history exceptional. 
“Pied Piper” was published in 1942 both in 
the U.K. and in New York, and over the 
next sixteen years it was reprinted- sixteen 
times, before being reset and then reprinted 
three more times. It was with the publicat¬ 
ion of “Pied Piper” that Nevil Shute made 
his name as a novelist and as a best-selling 
author — a status he was to enjoy until the 
end of his days, and which even continued 
after his death. His nights of drudgery 
writing his first novels were now paying off 
handsomely. 

WARTIME 

“Pied Piper” tells the wartime story of an 
elderly man who has no special affection for 
children, finding himself smuggling them out 
of France — a moving, warm-hearted story 
told by a warm-hearted author. Hollywood 
made the book into a successful film, cast¬ 
ing the irascible Monty Woolley as the 
sentimental old man, with Anne Baxter and 
Roddy McDowall providing the youth 
interest. 

After “Pied Piper” there came “Pastoral” 
(1944) and “Most Secret” (1945), both of 
them with impressive reprinting histories. 
Then, as if taking a breather from writing 
best-sellers, Shute wrote a screen-play 
entitled “Vinland the Good” (1946). It was 
the only one he ever attempted. Apart from 
his one volume of autobiography, this 
“Vinland” scenario was his only departure 
from novel-writing. It is not one of his most 
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popular works, but its relative scarcity value 
makes it a collector’s item. A copy described 
as only in Good condition was recently sold 
for £8. Whereas the general run of Shute’s 
novels rate a valuation of £8 to £12 in Very 
Good condition, “Vinland” is probably 
worth double this for copies of both the 
London and New York first editions. 

“The Chequerboard” (1947), yet another 
enthralling story, was followed the next year 
by what many critics regard as one of 
Shute’s best stories — “No Highway” 
(1948). It was made into a major film in 
1951 with a glittering cast of stars: James 
Stewart, Marlene Dietrich, Glynis Johns, 
Jack Hawkins and Kenneth More. The U.S. 
title, incidentally, was “No Highway in the 
Sky”. It told (prophetically) of a science 
boffin calculating that during a trans- 
Atlantic flight, the tail plane would break 
away due to metal fatigue. This predates the 
loss of the Comet airliner when metal fatigue 
first hit the newspaper headlines in the 
1950s. 

By now Shute had embarked on the great 
love affair of his life: Australia. In 1948 he 
had visited the country for two months, and 


was so impressed by the experience that he 
took the radical decision to uproot himself, 
his wife and two daughters, and to emigrate 
to Melbourne, where he bought a substantial 
farm. He ran this with engineer-like precision 
and perfection. “The cattle and pigs”, a 
friend recalled, “always looked as if they’d 
just been washed.” 

His love of Australia permeates “A Town 
Like Alice” (1950), which was probably the 
biggest success of all Shute’s books. 
Everyone, surely, through TV repeats, must 
know the harrowing war story of life among 
women prisoners of the Japanese in Malaya, 
of one woman’s reunion with her Australian 
lover, and their eventual settling in Alice 
Springs. 

The book sold in huge numbers both here 
and in the States — where it was titled “The 
Legacy”. Book clubs issued it and it also 
became a film. Virginia McKenna starred as 
the English woman prisoner, Peter Finch as 
her Australian lover, and a long list of supp¬ 
orting stars helped make the film a great 
box-office success. 

“Round The Bend” (1951) was another 
novel with an aviation theme, centred on the 
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Persian Gulf. By now Heinemann were prod¬ 
ucing Shute’s novels with a distinctive blind 
panel and the intertwined initials ‘NS’ on 
the lower right corner of the top board. The 
first edition has red cloth-covered boards 
with gilt lettering on the spine. 

Best-sellers were coining off the Shute 
production line at the rate of one a year, 
from “The Far Country” (1952) right 
through to “The Rainbow and the Rose” 
(1958). 

In 1955, “Requiem for a Wren” (the U.S. 
title was “llie Breaking Wave”: U.S. women 
sailors were called Waves, not Wrens) 
brought to the public a story whose heroine 
was dead at the beginning of chapter one. It 
is a haunting story, yet somehow it seems 
inadequate: one senses it could have been 
twice the length — and the heroine should 
have lived! 

Nevil Shute chose a specially dramatic 
plot for “On The Beach” (1957), which 
bears the stamp of an author like Hammond 
Innes, whereas some of his earlier works 
have been compared with the novels of H.E. 
Bates. “On The Beach” is a terrifying book 
about the end of the world. Shute brings to 
it all the realism of his skilfully muted and 
restrained literary style, making the story 
wholly believable. Gregory Peck, Ava 
Gardner, Fred Astaire and Anthony Perkins 
made a “solid, prestige job” of the film, 
directed by Stanley Kramer in 1959. 

When, according to the book, most of the 
world has been devastated by atomic fall¬ 
out, a U.S. atomic submarine sets out to 
investigate, and a new dimension is given to 
the old image of a cowboy riding slowly into 
the westering sun: the atomic submarine 
sailed into the, blue yonder — to eternity. 
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Shute’s only non-fiction work, “Slide Rule”, is 
the autobiographical tale of his engineering days. 


Shute made the end of the world so terribly 
plausible. 

Shute’s last two novels were both pub¬ 
lished posthumously. “Trustee from the 
Toolroom” (i960) contrasts dramatically 
with his prophesy of doom in “On The 
Beach”. This splendid story makes this novel 
one of his happiest. It tells of an engineer 
who becomes trustee of his ten-year-old 
niece and of a wild quest which leads to the 
Pacific and America. A VG copy of the book 
can be bought for about £10 today. 

“Stephen Morris” (1961) was Shute’s last 
novel, published after his death the previous 
year. It was his twenty-first novel, and it 
brought to an end a life of two quite 
separate sections. The first was his engineer¬ 
ing life, captured in his one non-fiction 
book — appropriately titled “Slide Rule” 
and subtitled “The Autobiography of an 
Engineer” (1954). Shute finished the book 


10 




with a quotation which demonstrates his 
affection for the aviation industry: “So ends 
a chapter in my life”, he reflected. “Once 
man has spent time in messing about with 
aeroplanes, he can never forget their heart¬ 
aches and their joys, nor is he likely to find 
another occupation that will satisfy him so 
well, even writing novels.” 

STATEMENT 

Had he written the second chapter of his 
life, I think he would have reviewed that 
statement. His publisher told me that today 
Shute’s popularity with his readers still 
continues, and sales of his books testify to 
his great story-telling ability. His four top¬ 
selling titles in the Heinemann Uniform 
edition are “On the Beach”, “Beyond the 
Black Stump”, “Requiem for a Wren” and 


“Trustee from the Toolroom”. 

Heinemann published an Omnibus 
Edition of Shute’s works with three titles: 
“No Highway”, “A Town Like Alice” and 
“On The Beach”. It was published in 1953 
and reprinted in 1977, and the first edition 
is worth collecting. 

Another three-decker came in 1962, with 
“Three of a Kind” - marrying together 
“Requiem for a Wren”, “An Old Captivity” 
and “Pastoral”. It was reprinted in 1973 and 
again six years later, further testimony to 
the sheer readability of Shute’s novels. 

One of the fundamentals of collecting 
books is to select an author or subject that 
one enjoys. Shute meets this requirement for 
many collectors. One is assured of a good 
read as well as the pleasure of possessing 
collectable first editions. 
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VITA SACKVILLE-WEST, 


ALL THE WORKS OF THIS VERSATILE AUTHOR, FROM HER 
POETRY TO HER GARDENING BOOKS, ARE VERY COLLECTABLE 
BY HELEN MACLEOD 


V ictoria Mary Sackville-West aroused 
strong feelings in those who knew her: 
either for or against. Although her ardent 
Latin temperament attracted lifelong ad¬ 
mirers, both male and female, her unusual 
lifestyle and aristocratic manner were the 
source of some hostility — and even amuse¬ 
ment. The vicissitudes of her private life — 
the bizarre flights to ‘freedom’ with the 
notorious Violet Trefusis; the consuming 
relationship with Virginia Woolf which 
produced Woolf’s masterpiece “Orlando”; 
the unconventional yet enduring relation¬ 
ship with her husband, Harold Nicolson — 
all these have been chronicled many times. 
Perhaps no private life this past century has 
been so well-documented as that of Vita — 
the name by which she is best known. 

Amidst the turmoil of her personal life, 
she produced a prodigiously rich and varied 
body of work. She was, she always stated, 
a poet first and foremost. And indeed her 
dozen or so volumes of poetry (some of 
which also appeared in limited editions) are 
highly collectable today, fetching as much as 
£500+ for the extremely rare verse drama, 
“Chatterton”, her first published work 
printed privately in 1909. 
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Besides the volumes of poetry. Vita 
Sackville-West wrote thirteen full-length 
novels (including a detective story), the 
most celebrated of which are probably 
“The Edwardians” (1930) and “All Passion 
Spent” (1931); and three volumes of short 
stories. As much of this work was published 
by the Woolfs’ Hogarth Press, it is particular¬ 
ly sought after by collectors who seek every¬ 
thing published by Hogarth, or anything 
with a Bloomsbury connection. 

Vita also wrote many historical and bio¬ 
graphical works which are now equally 
collectable. Of her historical works, “Knole 
and the Sackvilles” is particularly interesting 
and attractive; while her biography of 
Andrew Marvell, with its dust-wrapper 
illustration by Rex Whistler, although a slim 
enough volume, is now worth around £30, 
or nearer £100 for the limited edition (this, 
though, does not have the Whistler jacket). 

GARDENING 

But the name of Vita Sackville-West 
became known to a whole new generation 
for the first time when she began writing a 
gardening column for the ‘Observer’ in 1946. 
In Victoria Glendinning’s biography, “Vita, 
The Life of V. Sackville-West” (Weidenfeld 
& Nicolson, 1983), Miss Glendinning states 
that, “whether she liked it or not”, these 
articles were to make Vita more widely 
known and more eagerly read than anything 
else she ever wrote. She goes on to quote 
Anne Scott-James as saying that Vita 
Sackville-West “did more to change the face 
of English gardening than any other writing 
since Robinson’s ‘The English Flower Gar- 

These articles were eventually gathered 
together and published in book form by 





transformed the garden here before moving to 
Sissinghurst. (Picture: Hulton Picture Library). 


Michael Joseph, beginning with “In Your 
Garden” in 1951, and culminating with 
“Even More For Your Garden” in 1958, by 
way of “In Your Garden Again” (1953) and 
“More For Your Garden” (1955). This 
series, which boasts especially attractive 
dust-wrappers, is immensely popular still, 
fetching prices of around £20 each, although 
the two last-mentioned are surprisingly 


scarce and could fetch substantially more. 
There was also a posthumous gardening coll¬ 
ection, “V. Sackville-West’s Garden Book”, 
edited by Philippa Nicolson, and published 
in 1968. And earlier this year, Michael 
Joseph brought out “The Illustrated Garden 
Book”, with an introduction by Robin Lane 
Fox. 

The core and kernel of all this hort¬ 
icultural enthusiasm was Vita and Harold’s 
first country home, Long Barn, and then 
their beautiful garden at Sissinghurst, Kent, 
designed from scratch and copiously stocked 
with plants by Vita and Harold themselves. 
Sissinghurst, of course, is now a national 
attraction, having been transferred to the 
National Trust in 1967, five years after 
Vita’s death. KNOLE 


Knole, near Sevenoaks in Kent, another 
major National Trust attraction, was Vita’s 
birthplace. This vast, magnificent edifice, 
which now has an air of slightly decaying 
splendour, had been owned by the Sackvilles 
for over 300 years when Vita was born there 
in 1892. Her immediate forebears added a 
risque, exotic tang to the line of English 
aristocrats who preceded them. Vita’s grand¬ 
mother was the famous Pepita, a Spanish 
dancer of humble descent who had formed 
an ‘illicit union’ with Lionel Sackville- 
West, the 2nd Lord Sackville. The union 
may have been unorthodox, but it was not 
unblessed: the couple produced five children 
of whom Victoria, Vita’s mother, was the 
youngest. She eventually married her fath¬ 
er’s nephew (her own first cousin), also 
called Lionel, and Vita was their only child. 

Victoria Senior was a beautiful, spirited 
woman, and a force to be reckoned with. 
She had an enormous effect on Vita’s life, 
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The Hogarth Press ‘Collected Poems Volume One ’ 
(1933) is now worth about £20 in VG condition. 


not all of it positive; and Vita never entirely 
escaped from her petticoat tails (we can 
hardly call them apron strings in the case 
of this ‘grande dame’). But Vita’s upbringing 
at Knole, although solitary, was a child’s 
dream of romance. It was the direct inspir¬ 
ation for her best-selling novel, “The 
Edwardians”, written many years afterwards 
in a spirit of not uncritical nostalgia for 
those days of conspicuous affluence. 

HISTORY 

Knole was also the inspiration for “Knole 
and the Sackvilles”, a history of her family. 
Whilst she was writing this book, she 
remarked of her ancestors in a letter to her 
cousin Eddy (quoted from V. Glendinning’s 
biography): “They were a rotten lot, and 
nearly all stark, staring mad. You and 1 
have a jolly sort of heredity to fight 
against.” The first edition of this book is 
quite difficult to find complete with the 


attractive dust-wrapper today, when a VG 
copy would cost at least £80. Without the 
jacket, its value is around £25+. 

Vita Sackville-West’s first publication, 
“Chatterton”, was a verse drama published 
privately at Sevenoaks in 1909, when she 
was seventeen. The romantic life and early 
death of the young poet touched Vita’s 
highly-coloured imagination, and it seems 
she spent hours in front of mirrors at Knole 
acting out the Chatterton drama. “Chatter- 
ton” is extremely rare now, not often seen 
on the market, where it would probably 
reach prices of over £500. 

She followed this first poetic offering 
six years later with “Constantinople, Eight 
Poems”, again privately printed, this time in 
London by the Complete Press. A very slim 
volume in blue-grey stiff paper cover, and 
quite a scarce item, it sells today for about 


By the time she came to write “Constant¬ 
inople”, Vita had met and married Harold 
Nicolson, then a budding diplomat (and 
later to make his mark as politician, critic 
and biographer). Shortly after their marriage 
the young couple set out for Constantinople, 
where Harold took up his appointment as 
third secretary at the Embassy. 

It was well-known among Vita’s friends 
that she was not enamoured of life as a dip¬ 
lomat’s wife, and she did not relish the 
Turkish posting. But as it turned out, she 
loved the place - as is evident in this volume 
of verse. The couple had a wooden house 
with a pretty garden, and a view over the 
Golden Horn. “Dhji-Han-Ghir”, one of the 
poems, describes this garden, which had 
been long neglected before their arrival. 
It was quite possibly here, halfway across 
the world, that the seeds were sown which 
were to bear such abundant fruit at Long 
Barn and Sissinghurst years later. 

“Poems of West and East” (1917), which 
includes the Constantinople poems, a few 
earlier ones, and several new ones; and 
“Orchard and Vineyard” (1921), followed 
from the Bodley Head. Both received 
favourable reviews. Some of the poems 
from “Orchard and Vineyard” were in¬ 
corporated into Vita’s celebrated pastoral 
poem, “The Land” (1926) — but more of 
that later. 




This distinctively attractive dust-wrapper adorns 
'The Land ’ (1926), Vita’s lengthy pastoral poem. 


Meanwhile Vita had completed her first 
two novels, “Heritage” (Collins, 1919), and 
“The Dragon in Shallow Waters” (Collins, 
1921). The latter, described by Victoria 
Glendinning as “a bizarre, violent story 
about bizarre, violent people” was some¬ 
thing of a minor best-seller at the time. 
Dedicated to ‘L’ [Lushka], Vita’s pet name 
for Violet Trefusis, it was written during 
that stormy period of Vita’s life when she 
was totally involved with this compelling 
(Harold thought ‘evil’) personality. 

The true story of their passionate in¬ 
volvement was transmuted into Vita’s third 
novel, “Challenge” — a book thought at the 
time to be so sensational and provocative 
that it was suppressed in this country by 
both Vita’s and Violet’s parents, who 
feared an explosive scandal. It was, however, 
accepted in America, and published there by 
Doran in 1923. This book, too, is very 
difficult to find with a dust-wrapper. It is 
even scarce in the green cloth first impress¬ 
ion, but the second issue, in red cloth, is 
easier to find, costing around £40. The book 


was not published in England until 1974, 
when it was brought out by Collins. 

The Vita/Violet situation lasted for a 
number of years and caused a great deal of 
scandal in some quarters — and perhaps a 
little amusement. After all, it has to be 
admitted that the idea of two respectable 
upper middle class husbands chasing their 
runaway wives halfway across Europe, and 
pleading with them to return to hearth and 
home, does have its funny side! Vita had 
two sons, Ben and Nigel, by this time who, 
of course, had no inkling of what was going 
on. Ben eventually found out about his 
mother’s (and his father’s) dual sexual 
nature when he was informed of it bluntly 
by his grandmother when he was eighteen. 
“Portrait of a Marriage” by Nigel Nicolson 
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1973) gives the full 
story of this period of the Nicolsons’ lives, 
taken from an autobiographical manuscript 
found after Vita’s death. 

Of her other novels, “The Edwardians”, 
which we have already mentioned, is perhaps 
her best known and certainly her most 
commercially successful book. It came out 
on 29th May 1930, and by 30th July sales 
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had topped 20,000. The book was chosen 
by the Literary Guild of America, and re¬ 
ceived glowing reviews on both sides of the 
Atlantic. It is still extremely readable today. 
“No character in this book is wholly fict¬ 
itious” was the Author’s Note, and indeed 
the great house, Chevron, in many ways the 
principal character in this drama, is Knole 
down to the last detail. Today you would 
probably have to pay at least £25 for “The 
Edwardians” complete with the dust- 
wrapper. There was also a limited edition 
of 125 copies, which sell for £100+ each. 

“All Passion Spent” (1931) proved a 
further triumph for Vita. Leonard Woolf, 
her publisher for this book, thought that it 
was her best novel, but Vita herself was not 
so sure. In fact she is said to have disliked 
all of her novels except “Seducers in 
Ecuador” (1924), calling it “the only one 
I might save from the rubbish heap”. A 
short, ironic fantasy, written round a group 
of people on an Egyptian cruise, it was an 
experimental work, heavily influenced in 
style by Virginia Woolf. 

SHORT STORIES 

Vita’s three volumes of short stories are 
also highly desirable items for the collector. 
“The Heir” (Heinemann, 1922) contains 
five stories, of which the title tale was also 
printed on its own in an edition of only 
fifty copies for sale, and fifty for private 
circulation. This version now reaches prices 
of £100. “Thirty Clocks Strike the Hour”, 
published in New York by Doubleday Doran 
in 1932, is another choice collector’s item, 
reaching prices of up to £80 today. Two 
stories from this volume were printed to¬ 
gether by Benn in England in the same year 
as “The Death of Noble Godavary and 
Gottfried Kunstler” (in paperback only). 

If “The Edwardians” was Vita’s most 
commercially successful book, her long 
pastoral poem, “The Land” (1926), brought 
her the literary prestige she yearned for, 
although even this work was not universally 
praised at the time. The completed poem, 
whose opening line — “I sing the cycle of 
my country’s year concisely describes 
its contents, eventually ran to 2,500 lines. 
It was an immediate success, going through 
fourteen impressions in its first year. It was 
awarded the Hawthornden prize, became 



‘Knole and the Sackvilles’ (1922) is now very 
sought after, reaching prices of £20-£30 today. 


quoted at all levels of society, and Vita read 
it aloud from the pulpit of the Savoy chapel. 
Verses from it were even used by a bus 
company as a caption for a poster advert¬ 
ising the countryside in Spring. The limited 
edition of this work, illustrated by George 
Plank, is especially sought after today, 
reaching prices of over £120. Incidentally, 
“The Land” enjoyed a prolonged revival 
during the war, when many things precious 
to the British were feared to be in jeopardy. 

Vita, always at heart a poet, was so elated 
by the success of “The Land”, that she imm¬ 
ediately started writing a companion piece, 
“The Garden”. But this project was dropped 
almost straight away, only to be taken up 
again twelve years later. By this time Vita 
and Harold, having transformed the garden 
of their first country home, Long Barn, were 
firmly ensconced at Sissinghurst, a few miles 
away. Sissinghurst Castle was a complete 




ruin when the Nicolsons fell in love with it 
at first sight in 1930. But the couple trans¬ 
formed this ruin “in seven acres of muddy 
wilderness” into a veritable paradise. 

Vita had never been a great socialite; 
even as a mature adult she has been describ¬ 
ed as being shy and diffident “except in 
safe company”, and many people were in¬ 
timidated by her apparent aloofness. Now 
she became more and more reclusive, pref¬ 
erring the company of a few friends and the 
solitude of the garden, where she became a 
familiar figure in her adopted uniform of 
jodhpurs and knee gaiters — a trowel in one 
hand, and the ubiquitous cigarette in the 
other. 

Her much shorter poem, “Sissinghurst” 
(Hogarth, 1931), written as a tribute to her 
new home, was dedicated to Virginia Woolf 
and hand printed by Leonard and Virginia 
in 500 signed, numbered copies, now worth 
£75-£80. 

Vita began “The Garden” again in 1939, 
but it was not completed and published until 
after the war, in 1946. She thought the 
poem “not a patch on ‘The Land’ ”, but 
many people now see it as a finer work al¬ 
together. It won the Heinemann prize, and 
Vita spent the whole £100 prize money on 
azaleas for the garden. Besides the trade 
edition, there is a limited, signed edition of 
this work now worth £40-£50. 

As we have already stated, Vita’s garden¬ 
ing activities, influenced to a degree by the 
great Gertrude Jekyll, revealed a new facet 
to her creativity. Indeed, Rebecca West, 
often a fierce critic of Vita’s writing, 
thought the garden at Sissinghurst her “one 
magnificent act of creation”. Vita’s garden¬ 
ing books — all listed in the bibliography — 


have proved tremendously popular to this 
day, although the titles “More for Your 
Garden” and “Even More for Your Garden” 
can be pretty elusive. 

Vita Sackville-West produced such a 
number of books, in many and various 
categories — poetry, fiction, historical, 
biographical, travel, etc. — that it is more 
than usually difficult to cover each category 
adequately in the space available. But 
another volume of poetry worth a mention 
is “King’s Daughter”, No. 11 of the ‘Hogarth 
Living Poets’ series (1929). This book, 
another slim volume, containing nineteen 
short romantic poems with a chivalric 
theme, was greatly admired by Yeats. He 
was especially enthusiastic about “The 
Greater Cats with Golden Eyes”, a fine 
poem with a distinctly Yeatsian touch! 

As well as “Knole and the Sackvilles” 
and “Andrew Marvell”, which we have 
already dwelt on, her historical/biograph¬ 
ical works include a very lively and 
personal biography of her grandmother, 
“Pepita” (Hogarth, 1937); and a study of 
Joan of Arc, titled “Saint Joan of Arc” 
(Cobden-Sanderson, 1936). This book app¬ 
eared in several guises. The original trade 
edition was supplemented by a limited 
edition of 120 copies, now worth about 
£85, and Michael Joseph brought out a 
revised version of the trade edition in 
1948. Meanwhile in 1937, the Hogarth Press 
included the book in their ‘World Makers 
and World Shakers’ series under the shorter 
title, “Joan of Arc”. This version sells for 
about £15 today. 

Then there are her two distinguished 
travel books, “Passenger to Teheran” (1926) 
and “Twelve Days” (1928), both very 
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‘English Country Houses' (1941), part of the 
‘Britain in Pictures’ series, now sells for around £5. 


collectable. The books recount her 
experiences travelling both to and inside 
Persia in 1926/27. “Passenger to Teheran”, a 
scarce book with the dust-wrapper, can 
reach prices of £100-£120 (around £40 
without the jacket). “Twelve Days”, 
illustrated with Vita’s own photographs, is a 
particularly fine book and, in its description 
of and evident love for wild places, contains 
some of Vita’s very best writing. 

Other sought after Sackville-West works 
include “Nursery Rhymes” (Dropmore 
Press, 1947), illustrated by Phillipe Jullian, 
which can reach prices of up to £150 for the 
25 signed copies of this limited edition. The 
trade edition, from Michael Joseph in 1950, 
is worth about £15. An unusual 1961 
production, “Faces, Profiles of Dogs”, 
published by the Harvill Press, contains 
photographs of famous canine companions 
by Laelia Goehr, and is worth at least £20 
today. 

And Vita’s only work of translation, 
“Rilke”, is especially collectable in the 
prestigious Cranach Press limited edition 


(238 copies). Illustrated by Eric Gill, this 
work now fetches prices of £200+. The 1931 
Hogarth Press version is a much more afford¬ 
able £15. 

Signed or inscribed copies of any of these 
works would, of course, be worth consider¬ 
ably more. There are a number of copies of 
Vita’s works inscribed to friends, but she 
was not one to flourish her signature in¬ 
discriminately. I have, though, come across 
copies of Vita’s work autographed by her 
mother in large, flamboyant script (Lady 
Sackville was the author of a number of 
books, too). Such books might possibly 
fetch a few pounds more but not, of course, 
as much as those in Vita’s own hand. 

Such egocentric behaviour on the part of 
“Bonne Mama” or “B.M.” — Vita’s nick¬ 
name for her mother — perhaps illustrates 
their relationship better than a thousand 
words. In later years, Victoria suffered in¬ 
creasing spells of mental ill-health, accusing 
Vita of all kinds of disloyalties and treach¬ 
eries. It was possibly this, coupled with the 
deaths of Virginia Woolf and a number of 
close friends, that led to Vita’s reclusiveness 
as time went by; and the fact that she 
was convinced that she looked ‘odd’ and was 
being stared at. Age did indeed accentuate 
the androgynous aspects of this tall (over 
6ft), arresting woman. But in her youth and 
middle years she captivated many hearts 
with her beautiful speaking voice, her com¬ 
pelling dark looks, but most of all her end¬ 
less curiosity about life — in a phrase, her 
sheer joie de vivre. 

It is obvious that she took her craft very 
seriously, but the critical approbation of her 
peers was not always forthcoming - even 
(or especially) from Virginia Woolf, although 
her books were much more popular than 
Virginia’s during the latter’s lifetime. Vita 
died at Sissinghurst on 2nd June 1962. A 
heartbroken Harold died six years later, 
having never really recovered from her 
death. In the tower room at Sissinghurst, 
which Vita used as her writing room, noth¬ 
ing has been changed. Visitors today can see 
everything just as it was in her lifetime, 
down to the same blotter on the same old 
oak writing desk. 

With perseverence, time and, it has to 
be said, a certain amount of money in one’s 
pocket, it is still just possible to amass a 











near-complete set of the works of Vita Sack- 
ville-West; we emphasize “near-complete” 
because her first work, “Chatterton” could 
prove one of the stumbling blocks, as could 
the gardening books mentioned already, and 
“Challenge”, the early suppressed novel. But 
all of her works are becoming increasingly 
collectable and scarce — apart maybe from 
the ordinary edition of “English Country 


to stick to one category. In this case, her 
gardening books, perhaps, are the most 
rewarding of all, and a monument to the 
tremendous amount of work that went into 
the creation of her beautiful gardens. As 
Faith Compton Mackenzie said of these 
books in a contemporary review: “Seldom 
have poetry and commonsense gone so 
delightfully hand in hand:” 


Houses” (part of the B.I.P. series), and the 
biography “The Eagle and the Dove”, both 
of which still appear to be quite plentiful. 
Many collectors, of course, may prefer 


We would like to thank John Gre 
and Bertram Rota for supplying us 
the illustrations used in this feature. 


COMPLETE VITA SACKVILLE-WEST BIBLIOGRAPHY 


POETRY 

CHATTERTON (Privately printed Sevenoaks 
CONSTANTINOPLE EIGHT POEMS (Privati 
POEMS OF WEST AND EAST (John Lane: 1 
ORCHARD AND VINEYARD (John Lane: 1 
THE LAND (Heinemann, 1926). 


V. SACKVILLE-WEST (Benn, 1931) Bo 
COLLECTED POEMS Volume One (Hoc 
Ditto, limited edition of 150 copies . . 
SOLITUDE (Hogarth Press, 1938) . . . , 
SELECTED POEMS (Hogarth Press, 194 
THE GARDEN (Michael Joseph, 1946) 


PASSENGER TO TEHERAN (Hogarth Press, 1926). . . . 

TWELVE DAYS (Hogarth Press, 1928). 

GARDENING BOOKS 

SOME FLOWERS (Cobden-Sanderson, 1937). 

COUNTRY NOTES (Michael Joseph, 1939) From New Sta 
COUNTRY NOTES IN WARTIME (Hogarth Press, 1940). 
IN YOUR GARDEN (Michael Joseph, 1951) From Observe 
IN YOUR GARDEN AGAIN (Michael Joseph, 1953) From 
MORE FOR YOUR GARDEN (Michael Joseph, 1955) Fro 
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Vita Sackville-West bibliography continued 



RUNNING A SHOP 
OR BOOK FAIR? 

LOCAL TRADE DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE.£112.00 QUARTER PAGE (across/up) . £38.00 

HALF PAGE (across/upright) .£58.00 EIGHTH PAGE.£22.00 

THIRD PAGE (across).£48.00 Series discount available on request. 

The above rates include V.A.T. at 15 per cent 
Send your copy with a rough layout, or camera-ready artwork, together with a 
cheque or Postal Order payable to ‘Diamond Publishing Group Ltd.’, to: 

THE PRODUCTION MANAGER, BOOK & MAGAZINE COLLECTOR, 

45 ST. MARY’S ROAD, EALING, LONDON W6 5RQ. 



20 




























MfE WANT TO BUY 

GERMAN & SWISS TOPOGRAPHY PRE-1900 


Baedeker. German text editions 
Batty. German Scenery 
Batty. Hanoverian Scenery 
Beattie. Switzerland 
Beattie. The Danube 


Howitt. Student Life of Germany 
Humboldt. Views in Nassau 
Lange. Originalansichten 
Lange. Upper Rhine 
Prout. Facsimile of Sketches 


Capper. Cities of the Bodensee Rich. Germany and France 

Costumes de la Suisse Runge. Die Schweiz 


Dielmann. Rhenish Portfolio 

Souvenir de la Suisse 

Glennie. Views on the Continent 

Stanfield. The Moselle 

Gourdault. La Suisse 

Wright. Rhine, Italy, Greece 

FINE ILLUSTRATED BOOKS & ATLASES PRE-1900 

Bankes. Universal Geography 

Miles. British Field Sports 

Bryce. Physical Geography 

Millar. Universal Geography 

Churchill. First editions pre-1939 

Morris. British Game Birds 

Curtis. Botanical Magazine 

Mr. Punch. On the Links 

Elwes. A Sketchers Tour 

Mrs. Loudon. Flower Garden 

Encyclopaedia Londinensis 

SDUK. Atlas 

Heath. Opera & Ballet 

Smollett. All Nations 

Horticultural Society 1812-30 

Step. Favourite Flowers 

Illustrated London News 

Tallis/Martin. Illustrated Atlas 

Illustrated Sport & Dramatic News 

The Graphic 


Imperial Gazetteer, world edition 
Kelly. Universal Geography 
Maund. The Botanic Garden 


The Great Metropolis 
Willis. Canadian Scenery 
Wright. Fruit Growers Guide 



NIGEL GARWOOD & CO. 
Fine Books, Maps and Prints 

58 Main Street, Hartford, 
Huntingdon, Cambs. PE18 7XZ. 
Telephone (0480) 54887 



21 






I n the early years of this century, no 
Christmas was complete without the 
appearance of a new Gift Book illustrated by 
Edmund Dulac: his editions of “The Arabian 
Nights”, “The Tempest”, “Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam”, “The Sleeping Beauty” 
and “Stories from Hans Andersen” are now 
all much-cherished collector’s items. 

His expressive use of colour, hitherto 
unprecedented in British book illustration, 
combined with a passionate interest in 
Persian and Indian miniatures, evoked all the 
mystery and exoticism of the East. As a 
creator of enchanting fairy-tale worlds, he 
reigns, supreme and ranks as one of the most 
popular artists of the past hundred years. 

Edmund Dulac was born in Toulouse, 
France, on 22 October 1882, the son of a 
commercial traveller; He began drawing and 
painting at a very early age, and his holidays 
were spent copying Japanese prints. After 
two boring years studying law at University, 
he attended full-time art classes at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts. Inspired by the work of the 
great English artists, and the book illustrat¬ 
ions of Aubrey Beardsley, Walter Crane and 
William Morris, he soon became an ardent 
Anglophile. 


ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKS OF 


DULAC 

RICHARD DALBY 
LOOKS AT THE LIFE 
AND WORKS OF THIS 

CELEBRATED _ 
ILLUSTRATOR 



In 1903, he won a scholarship to the 
Academie Julien in Paris, under the esteem¬ 
ed Jean-Paul Laurens, who was also destined 
to be the tutor of Kay Nielsen at the same 
art school only four years later. However, 
Dulac soon became disillusioned and 
unhappy with both the school and the 
unfriendly, filthy city, and returned home to 
Toulouse after only three weeks. His first 
marriage later that year was short-lived. 


MAGAZINES 

He decided to concentrate on magazine 
illustration, and as England was the most 
lucrative field for such work, London was 
the natural mecca of his dreams. Armed with 
a large portfolio of drawings and a list of 
important London publishers, he settled 
there permanently in the autumn of 1904. 

Dulac was only 22 when his first comm¬ 
ission came from J.M. Dent to illustrate a 
new edition of the complete novels of the 
Bronte sisters. He contributed sixty water¬ 
colours for the attractive little set of ten 
volumes, published between April and July 
1905. Priced at only half-a-crown (12'/2p) 
each in well produced decorated cloth, they 
proved an instant success with the public. 



Some of the critics, damning with faint 
praise, described the illustrations as “very 
French”, but in general these colour plates 
were indistinguishable from those of Hugh 
Thomson, Charles Brock, the early Rackham 
and other traditional contemporaries. 

Thirty years later, with the benefit of 
experience and middle-age, Dulac would 
look back to his Bronte watercolours with 
regret and disdain, but it could not be 
denied that they were an invaluable 
launching pad to his career. (Despite the 
criticisms, his Bronte series remained 
popular, and they were reissued in five 
volumes in 1922.) 

PALL MALL 

The editor of the prestigious ‘Pall Mall 
Magazine’ (see BMC No. 29), who nurtured 
so many of the young illustrators of this 
era, notably Arthur Rackham and W. Heath 
Robinson, now quickly stepped in and 
invited Dulac to become a regular contrib¬ 
utor. 

One of the first children’s stories he 
illustrated in the magazine was Mrs Moles- 
worth’s “Cruel Kindness” (January 1906). 
His work soon blossomed in this medium, 
quickly becoming innovative and mature. 
The April 1909 issue of ‘Pall Mall’ is espec¬ 
ially collectable, as the front cover carries a 
watercolour design by Dulac honouring the 
beatification of Joan of Arc. (This preceded 
her canonization ten years later.) 

The first children’s book to be illustrated 
by Dulac was Mrs StawelFs “Fairies I Have 
Met”, published by John Lane (undated, but 
1907). It contains eight colour plates in a 
Rackhamish style, and a delightful cover 
design by Dulac. The Lane first edition is 
still an easy item to find; this summer I 


Next issue 
on sale 

19th DEC. 



Dulac’s first illustrated book was ‘Fairies I Have 
Met’ by Mrs Stawell, published in 1907. It contains 
8 colour plates and this delightful cover design. 


bought a reasonably good copy for £6 at a 
bookfair, although one would normally 
expect to pay nearer £25 for the same 
edition in VG-F condition, and a similar 
price for the 1910 reissue by Hodder & 
Stoughton. 

Hodder produced a “new, enlarged 
edition” under a new title, “My Days with 
the Fairies”, in 1913. The word ‘enlarged’ 
here referred to the pages (an extra fifty) 
rather than the Dulac plates, which remained 
at only eight. 

It was at this time that all the important 
London publishers were realising the potent¬ 
ial market, especially at Christmas, for 
opulent Gift Books with an abundance of 
coloured illustrations by the best artists 
available. 

Arthur Rackham’s first two Gift Books, 
“Rip Van Winkle” (Heinemann, 1905) and 
“Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens” (Hodder, 
1906) had been enormous best-sellers (see 
BMC No. 26); and the now celebrated artist 
had to choose between the exclusive con¬ 
tracts being offered by both publishers. 
When Rackham eventually decided to sign a 
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contract with Heinemann, Hodder & 
Stoughton had to quickly find a new star 
elsewhere. 

Still only in his 25th year, Edmund Dulac 
struck the jackpot by being in the right place 
at the right time. Ernest Brown of the 
Leicester Galleries had just commissioned 
him to illustrate a series of stories from the 
Arabian Nights, and Hodder were delighted 
to undertake publication in November 1907 
with perfect timing for the Christmas 
market. The text was compiled by Laurence 
Housman. * 

Following the Hodder style and present¬ 
ation of “Peter Pan”, Dulac’s fifty superb 
mounted plates for “Stories from the 
Arabian Nights” were set all together as a 
group at the end of the volume (a practice 
soon abandoned in later editions). The 
artist’s mock-Persian lettering on the cover 
harmonised perfectly with the exotic feel of 
the tales. COLOUR 


As opposed to Rackham, who often 
preferred to tint his pen-and-ink originals 
with a minimum of colour, Dulac remained 
true to the medium of watercolour, and the 
critics were unanimous in their praise. He 
was recognised as an illustrator of the first 
rank, a master of the fantastic and exotic, 
and “a dreamer of extraordinary dreams”. 

Dulac received a flat fee in exchange for 
the copyright and the original watercolours, 
which were put on show by the Leicester 
Galleries simultaneously with the book’s 
publication. This was the first of an annual 
series of exhibitions of Dulac’s work. Every 
picture was sold immediately, and recently 
some of them have been known to fetch in 
excess of £20,000. 

Another ritual practice was the product¬ 
ion of the de-luxe edition, bound in full 
vellum. There were 350 de-luxe copies of 
“Stories from the Arabian Nights”, each 
signed and numbered by the artist. The cloth 
and vellum editions were published at 15/- 
and 42/-, and now fetch in the region of 
£100 and £300 each respectively in Very 
Good condition. 

Reprints followed in quick succession, 
but most of the 1920s and 1930s editions 
have less than half the colour plates, and so 
they are relatively cheaper in comparison, 
ranging from £15 to £35 on average. The 


undated Hodder edition issued in 1919 was 
bound in dark green cloth, and contains 29 
colour plates. There were numerous editions 
produced for Boots the Chemist (dark 
brown decorated cloth with 20 plates; and 
beige cloth with only 12 plates). None of 
these Hodder or Boots publications were 
ever dated, but my copy of the dark brown 
Boots edition has an ‘Xmas 1931’ inscript¬ 
ion on the flyleaf which signifies it was 
probably published that year. 

ARABIAN 

Apart from the condensed versions of 
“Stories from the Arabian Nights”, there 
were several abridged editions under various 
titles with selected Dulac plates from the 
original edition. Among these were “The 
Magic Horse” and “Ali Baba, and other 
stories”, both published by Hodder in 
October 1911, with twelve plates each. 

Dulac reached his next peak in the 40 
illustrations for “The Tempest”, published 
in November 1908 simultaneously with 
Rackham’s edition of Shakespeare’s other 
classic comedy, “A Midsummer-Night’s 
Dream”. He created a Rackham-like world 
on Prospero’s island, inhabited by elves, 
goblins, and a benevolent Caliban. Out¬ 
standing among these watercolours was the 
one titled “We are such stuff as dreams are 
made on”, showing the creation of the 
universe from primaeval chaos. 

Hodder also issued a special “Tempest 
Calendar”, with six of the plates contained 
in a card wrapper envelope. 

ENTERPRISE 

An entirely different enterprise was 
assembled and published by Frederick Warne 
in November 1908, at the same time as “The 
Tempest”. This was the delightful collection 
“Lyrics Pathetic and Humorous from A to 
Z”, a children’s alphabet in the form of 
elaborate limericks created by Dulac two 
years earlier, with 24 colour plates. The 
illustrations demonstrated to the public for 
the first time Dulac’s genius for caricature, 
a genre he would explore fully over the next 
forty years. 


“Ye Elves of hills, brooks, standing lakes and 
groves". One of Dulac’s illustrations for Shake¬ 
speare’s ‘The Tempest’ (1908, 40 colour plates). 




25 





The trade edition of “Lyrics” is quarto 
bound, in pictorial boards, and is now very 
difficult to find in reasonable condition, 
owing to the fragile binding. A disbound 
copy fetched £110 at auction two years ago, 
so any collector who found the same edition 
today in VG condition for £125 or under 
would be very lucky indeed. Warne issued an 
unsigned limited edition of “Lyrics” a few 
months later (approximately 160 copies) in 
portfolio form, with the plates laid loose in a 
cloth-covered box. This rare collector’s item 
has now vft-tually disappeared, and cannot 
even be traced in the British Museum. 

The obvious choice for Dulac’s 1909 
Christmas Gift Book was “The Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam”, as that year marked the 
centenary of the birth of Edward Fitzgerald, 
the poem’s best-known translator. The 
twenty superb colour plates (cut down to 
twelve in some later editions) again show 
Dulac at his most imaginative, revelling in 
this cornucopia of eastern fantasy. 

Due to public demand, Hodders expand¬ 
ed the de-luxe edition to 750 copies. This 
limitation was again enlarged with the 
next Gift Book. 


“The Sleeping Beauty, and Other Fairy 
Tales” (1910) was a selection of stories by 
Perrault and Grimm, retold by Sir Arthur 
Quiller-Couch. One thousand de-luxe copies 
were published, and Dulac designed a beaut¬ 
iful cover, decorated in gold embossed on 
rich brown morocco. An assortment of gilt 
cherubs were depicted sitting on Bluebeard’s 
scimitar, Cinderella’s glass slipper, and other 
key symbols from the tales. The simultan¬ 
eous French edition (400 copies on japon 
vellum) was entitled “La Belle Au Bois 
Dormant”. Dulac’s close friend, Elsa 
Bignardi, served as model for the Sleeping 
Beauty and Bluebeard’s wife; she married 
Dulac in the following spring. 

GIFT BOOK 

The great success of “The Sleeping 
Beauty” led naturally to “Stories from Hans 
Andersen”, Dulac’s Gift Book for 1911. 
Among the 28 colour plates in this volume 
are some of the artist’s most celebrated illus¬ 
trations, “The Little Mermaid”, “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes” and “The Princess 
and the Pea”. Some of the stories, including 
“The Wind’s Tale” and “The Snow Queen”, 
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A Dulac illustration from Hans Andersen’s tale, "The Little Mermaid ”, from the 1911 Hodder & Stoughton 
production, ‘Stories from Hans Andersen’. The de-luxe edition now sells for £300+. 


were later reissued with Dulac plates in 
individual octavo volumes. 

Now in his thirtieth year, Dulac was a 
much feted, prominent and debonair figure 
in the London social scene, and the 
country’s favourite ‘Anglo-Frenchman’. In 
February 1912 he became a fully naturalised 
British citizen. 

There was a change of mood this year as 
Dulac turned his attention to the macabre 


verse of Edgar Allan Poe. “The Bells, and 
Other Poems” contained 28 colour plates, 
together with 10 pen and ink drawings in 
the text, and a portrait of Poe. In the 
chilling title picture, disembodied gaping 
heads swarm from the steeple as the iron 
bells toll. The cloth cover of the trade 
edition carries an ornate design by Dulac 
showing a mass of golden bells on a verdigris 
background. Four of the plates were later 
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“The old, old woman came out of the house . . from “The Snow Queen”, another Hans Andersen tale 
included in “Stories from Hans Andersen". The book contains twenty-eight colour plates. 



issued as a gift portfolio with the Christmas 
Bookman, 1929. 

This time the public were unhappy that 
such a gloomy subject had been chosen as a 
Christmas subject, and the critics were 
similarly cool. 

Dulac was often described as “the 
Arabian Nights man”, and this first success 
was still an annual best-seller. His next two 
Gift Books returned to the same subject: 
“Princess Badoura” (1913, with 10 colour 
plates) was the very last of the Arabian 
Nights stories as told by Scheherazade, and 
“Sindbad the Sailor, and other stories” 
(1914, with 23 colour plates) again revived 
some of her best-loved tales. 

Following the outbreak of the First 
World War, Hodder & Stoughton asked 
Dulac to prepare a compilation of his own 
favourite artwork. Published at the intent¬ 
ionally low price of three shillings to 
guarantee huge sales, “Edmund Dulac’s 
Picture-Book for the French Red Cross” 
made an outright profit of £1,000 for that 
organisation, an invaluable amount which 
undoubtedly helped to save many lives in 
those dark and tragic months. 

COLOUR 

The book contained 20 colour plates, 
mainly taken from Dulac’s previous book 
and magazine illustrations, together with a 
splendid new watercolour for “The Story of 
the Bird Feng”. Owing to the large numbers 
printed, this volume is still one of the easiest 
Dulac first editions to locate, usually 
fetching only £20-£30 in Very Good 
condition. 

Every drawing produced by Dulac in 
1915 was done without payment for 
charities. These included his colour plates 
for two fairy stories by Queen Marie of 
Roumania, “The Dreamer of Dreams” and 
“The Stealers of Light”. 

His next set of masterpieces were collect¬ 
ed together under the title “Edmund Dulac’s 
Fairy Book - Fairy Tales of the Allied 
Nations” in 1916. A de-luxe edition, limited 
to 350 copies, was published in variant bind¬ 
ings of white buckram or green cloth gilt. 
The fifteen colour plates represented “a 
unique commentary on the artist’s resource¬ 
fulness and wonderful power of assimilation. 
In each painting he magically develops what 


appears superficially to be a new style, pec¬ 
uliarly appropriate to the nationality of the 
particular story, but ever remaining Dulac’s 
own”, declared the critic Martin Bimbaum. 
“Surely no other artist has, within the limits 
of a single volume, exhausted not only the 
hues of the rainbow, but so many regions of 
the earth. Japan’s rhythm and refinement, 
Servia’s barbaric patterns, the white snows 
and passionate ringing colours of Russia, 
French grace, languorous Italian beauty, 
Belgian quaintness, and wholesome English 
charm are all to be found here.” 

TANGLEWOOD 


Dulac’s last Gift Book for Hodder & 
Stoughton was Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
“Tanglewood Tales” (1918). In addition to 
the quarto trade edition, there was a signed 
de-luxe edition in half vellum limited to 500 
copies. Of the 14 colour plates, “Minotaur” 
and “Europa and the Bull” were singled out 
for special praise. 

One of Dulac’s least-known Gift Books is 
also one of the most beautiful. It was a non¬ 
fiction work about the history and myth¬ 
ology of pearls by a French expert on 
jewellery, Leonard Rosenthal. The first 
edition was published in Paris under the title 
“Au Royaume de la Perle” by Henri Piazza 
(Dulac’s regular French publisher). James 
Nisbet brought out the splendid trade and 
de-luxe editions of “The Kingdom of the 
Pearl” in time for the Christmas market of 
1920. Because of the scarcity of quality 
paper due to rationing, and the complexity 
of printing the colour plates, only 675 
copies of the unsigned ‘trade’ edition were 
produced, priced at two guineas instead of 
the normal fifteen shillings. There were not 
enough connoisseurs willing to pay this 
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amount, and the book was eventually 
remaindered at half-price. It is now worth 
over £150 in Fine condition. On the other 
hand, the signed de-luxe edition in quarter 
vellum (limited to 100 copies each for 
Britain and America) sold out before public¬ 
ation, and now fetches at least £350, espec¬ 
ially if the dust-jacket is present. 

Dulac’s ten colour plates for “The King¬ 
dom of the Pearl” all depict scenes from 
Persian and Indian mythology, and were 
extolled ^ masterpieces, especially the 
fantastic “Pearl of the Cloud” which depicts 
a naked Queen reclining in the starry 
heavens about to be threatened by the 
terrifying Hindu gods. 

LYRICS 

As no more commissions for beautiful 
books of this kind were forthcoming, Dulac 
was forced to branch out in other genres. 
Since his collection of “Lyrics Pathetic and 
Humorous”, caricature had always been one 
of his abiding interests. His remarkable 
stylized portraits of friends and celebrities 
had first been exhibited in 1914, and after 
the war he contributed nearly sixty cartoons 
to the weekly newspaper ‘Outlook’. This was 
a unique series of topical and witty portraits 
of literary and political figures, ranging from 
H.G. Wells, Bernard Shaw and W.B. Yeats to 
Lloyd George and Winston Churchill.' 

Dulac attempted to publish a collection 
of these cartoons in book form under the 
title “Celebrities”, and even completed the 
cover design, but sadly the book was never 
published. YEATS 

One of Dulac’s best friends during this 
period was the poet W.B. Yeats. They coll¬ 
aborated on several mythological chamber 
plays, with Dulac in charge of the costume 
design, make-up and music. Two volumes by 
Yeats — “Four Plays for Dancers” (1921) 
and “Plays and Controversies” (1924) — 
contain reproductions of Dulac’s masks and 
costume designs for “At the Hawk’s Well”. 
Several other books of the 1920s contain 
reproductions of Dulac’s ornate theatre 
designs, including “The Robes of Thespis” 
(1928). The two friends shared an interest in 
the occult , and would sometimes investigate 
psychic phenomena together, and attend 
seances. 



Outlook’, 1919. Dulac contributed nearly sixty, 
such cartoon portraits to the magazine. 


Dulac’s other interests and recreations 
included the casting of horoscopes, compil¬ 
ing intricate puzzles, art psychology, interior 
decoration, gymnastics and flamenco 
dancing, and making bamboo flutes. 

He was now separated from his second 
wife, and the writer Helen Beauclerk became 
his constant companion. Her first novel, 
“The Green Lacquer Pavilion” (Collins, 
1926), contained ten black and white draw¬ 
ing by Dulac, and a later work, “The Love 
of the Foolish Angel”, was also decorated 
by him. 

A small Collins series of Michael Arlen 
Booklets (“The Ghoul of Golders Green”, 
“Ghost Stories”, etc.) all had attractive 
colourful covers specially designed by Dulac; 
and he contributed the occasional water¬ 
colour or decoration to a whole range of 
titles, from Nesbit’s “Fireside Tales” to 
Bryson’s “Rock Climbs Around London”. 

Although Rackham was kept continuous¬ 
ly busy during the inter-war years with Gift 
Book illustrations, only two similar comm- 




issions came to Dulac in the late 1920s. 

Stevenson’s “Treasure Island” was 
published by Ernest Benn in 1927, with 12 
colour plates and several drawings and decor¬ 
ations throughout the text. Dulac’s 
illustrations here are soft and dreamlike, in 
composition quite unlike the bright strong 
colours of his Hodder classics. They were 
among the artist’s own personal favourites. 
The handsome quarto trade edition in gilt 
decorated beige cloth was published at 15/-, 
now valued at £75+ in VG condition. 

A simultaneous de-luxe signed edition 
bound in vellum was recorded, but limited 
to a mere fifty copies only, making it the 
rarest item in the Dulac canon. It is the only 
one of his de-luxe volumes never to appear 
regularly at auction. 

“A Fairy Garland, being Fairy Tales from 
the Old French” appeared the following 
year, again with 12 colour plates by Dulac. 
This time the de-luxe edition comprised 
1,000 copies, and in VG condition they can 
still be found quite easily. Recent auction 
prices range from an unusually cheap £75 up 
to £250. The trade edition is normally in the 
£50-£75 range. 

Most of Dulac’s colour illustrations from 
the 1920s onwards appeared on quality 
magazine covers rather than in books. 
Prominent among these was ‘American 
Weekly’ (the Sunday supplement of ‘The 
New York Weekly American’), which 
reproduced thirteen important series — 


comprising 107 individual paintings - of 
biblical and mythological subjects from 
1924 to 1951. 

These are all of striking beauty, and well 
worth seeking out. Several of the series 
(including the “Eight Canterbury Tales”, 
“The Song of Solomon” and “Fighting 
Women”) are now virtually unknown, and 
should be reprinted. Others had a wider 
distribution. The twelve Bible Scenes from 
1924 were reproduced in Britain by the 
‘Illustrated London News’; and the eight 
“Famous Vamps of History” (1929) also 
appeared to good effe'ct on the covers of 
the ‘Pall Mall Magazine’. His versatility 
knowing no limits, Dulac also compiled 
monthly cryptic crosswords for the ‘Pall 
Mall’ at this time. 

AMERICAN 

The only Dulac series from the ‘American 
Weekly’ to be preserved in book form was 
“Gods and Mortals in Love”, published by 
Country Life in September 1936 (this date is 
not given in the book), with an accompany¬ 
ing text by Hugh Ross Williamson. 

A minor but still interesting volume 
which appeared at the end of the decade is a 
whimsical fairy story by the American 
author Mary Crary: “The Daughters of the 
Stars” (published by Hatchards of Piccadilly 
in 1939). Although Dulac only contributed 
two colour plates, there was still a de-luxe 
edition in quarter vellum, limited to 500 
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copies signed by the author and artist. This 
can fetch over £150, although the presence 
of the very rare d/w has been known to 
almost treble the price. 

The quarto trade edition in decorated 
buckram (with the date in Roman numerals 
on the front cover) is not particularly scarce, 
but can fetch around £25-£30. There are 
many copies signed by the author in circul¬ 
ation. My copy is inscribed by Mary Crary to 
Mrs Basil Rathbone and was purchased from 
an American catalogue. 

PERMANENT 

During the last fifteen years of his life, 
Edmund Dulac gained a permanent world¬ 
wide audience for his artwork as a pioneer 
designer of postage stamps and banknotes. 
His first design was the brown 1 Vid Coronat¬ 
ion stamp (12 May 1937) with a joint 
portrait of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth. 500 million were printed. Many 
more followed: the King’s cameo portrait on 
the definitive issues from 1937 onwards, and 
complete designs on all values over 6d; the 
Olympic Games winged victory stamp 
(1948); the Festival of Britain (1951); the 
definitive Elizabeth II issues in 1952; and 
the 1 /3d Coronation stamp in 1953. 

By the early 1940s, Dulac was an 
acknowledged master of this art-form, and 
it was no surprise when General de Gaulle 
personally chose the celebrated Anglo- 
Frenchman to design all the banknotes and 
postage stamps of ‘France Libre’ which 
carried the unifying symbol of the Cross of 
Lorraine. This extended to all the French 
colonies (the stamps of Cameroun, Guad¬ 
eloupe, Martinique, West Africa, etc:) linked 
with the exiled French Government in their 
fight against Germany. The definitive 
‘Marianne’ stamp of 1944 is signed ‘Edmond 
Dulac’ in the lower right corner, using the 
French form of his Christian name. 

After the war, Dulac designed the bank¬ 
notes of Spain, Italy, Turkey and several 
other countries. 

There was no more work forthcoming 
from British publishers, but Dulac now 
signed a lucrative contract with the Limited 
Editions Club of New York for a series of 
classics to be selected by the artist himself. 

These editions were destined to be 
limited to 1,500 copies each, signed by the 


artist, followed by an ordinary trade edition 
from the Heritage Press. The first two were 
Alexander Pushkin’s “The Golden Cockerel” 
(1950) and Walter Pater’s “Cupid and 
Psyche” (1951). 

Dulac had to rest for several months 
following a serious heart attack in 1949. In 
his late sixties, he still indulged in his 
favourite pastimes, including gymnastics and 
flamenco dancing. An over-exuberant 
display of the latter resulted in two further 
heart attacks, and he died on 25 May 1953, 
only a few days before his Coronation stamp 
appeared. 

Dulac’s last watercolours were published 
in “The Masque of Comus” by the Limited 
Editions Club in 1954. 

For those wishing to learn more about his 
life, Colin White’s definitive study “Edmund 
Dulac” (Studio Vista, 1976), which contains 
181 illustrations, 32 in colour, is strongly 
recommended to all devotees of this incom¬ 
parable artist’s work. 

Dulac’s fame has never diminished, and 
his classics have been consistently reprinted 
right up to the present day. While these are 
all lovingly reproduced with great care, none 
of them can ever supersede the sheer 
opulence and beauty of the original editions 
with their richly decorated covers, thick 
cream paper and the colour plates at their 
freshest and brightest. 

OPAL DUST 

Martin Birnbaum correctly observed that 
“each of these little iridescent miniatures 
which seem to be made of opal dust on 
mother of pearl, satisfies the demand which 
Delacroix made upon all paintings - they 
are colour feasts for the eye”. 

Both the de-luxe and trade U.K. first 
editions are listed in the accompanying bib¬ 
liography. The values of the most collectable 
dozen titles from “The Arabian Nights” to 
“A Fairy Garland” can range from £50 to 
£100 for VG-F copies in the trade editions, 
or £10 to £50 for early reprints. The 
presence of the original publisher’s gift-box 
and dust-jacket will always add considerably 
to these estimates. The signed de-luxe 
editions in vellum fetch on average £200- 
£400 in Fine condition, though it is still 
possible to buy less than VG copies (marked, 
or lacking the ties) as low as £75-£100. 
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CHRISTMAS^H 
COOKERY BOOKS 


T he thought of Christmas meals tends to 
conjure up a Dickensian scene with a 
table which is barely visible, thanks to the 
dishes of lavish food on display. Yet writers 
of cookery books during the nineteenth 
century listed nothing under “Christmas”, 
“Noel” or “Yule”. Presumably the mistress 
of the household was expected to remember 
which items would be required then, and 
only need to check on details of ingredients 
and cooking times before passing on ins¬ 
tructions to the cook. 

Even Isabella Beeton, the best-known of 
the many people (mostly women) writing 
cookery books during that century, indexed 
no special references to Christmas. In her 
“Book of Household Management” (1861), 
though, there were these suggestions for a 
Sunday dinner during December: turkey, 
sausages, potatoes and greens, followed by 
plum pudding, mince pies, cheese and 
dessert. The servants could have goose with 


apple sauce, the same potatoes and greens, 
but only a plain plum pudding and rice 


pudding. 


BEETON 


“Mrs Beeton’s Book of Household Man¬ 


agement” had, by the end of the decade in 
which it was published, become the standard 
British work on culinary affairs and domest¬ 
ic economy. By the early years of the next 
decade, it was becoming increasingly diffic¬ 
ult to get hold of; demand far outstripped 
supply, and a new edition of around 20,000 
copies was oversold within weeks of public- 
action. Hardly surprisingly, clean, complete 
copies are extremely rare, fetching prices 
well in excess of £300-£400. 


Most items in a later Beeton title, “Mrs 
Beeton’s Dictionary of Everyday Cookery”, 
(1865) had additional notes, with ‘Roast 
Turkey’ preceded by this observation: 


“A Christmas dinner with the middle classes 
of this empire would scarcely be a Christmas 
dinner without its turkey, and we can hardly 
imagine an object of greater envy than is 
presented by a respected portly paterfamilias 
carving, at the season devoted to good cheer 
and genial charity, his own fat turkey, and 
carving it well.” 

The recipes for plum puddings are noted 
to be “seasonable in winter”, but two are 
headed “Plum Pudding, A Plain Christmas 
for Children” and “Plum Pudding Christmas, 
Very Good”. The second has a footnote to 
the effect that it is “seasonable on the 25th 
December” as well as “at Christmas time”. 
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“Cooking for Christmas" (Convoy, 1949) is one of 
the many cookery books catering specifically for 
Christmas that can now be picked up very cheaply. 


Mrs Beeton suggests that mincemeat should 
be made around the beginning of December, 
but gave no indication whether the resulting 
mince pies were to be saved for the Big Day 
itself. 

Rather surprisingly, Charles Elme Franc - 
atelli, for a while Chief Cook and Maitre 
d’Hotel to Queen Victoria, ignored Christ¬ 
mas completely in his book “The Modern 
Cook” (1846). He did, however, include 
recipes for meals he had himself cooked in 
December, and these included poultry and 
game. 

The cookery writer Elizabeth Craig 
made up for Francatelli’s deficiency in 
“Court Favourites” (1953), over a century 
later. She was given access to a scrap book 
of Queen Victoria’s which contained recipes 
and notes. There is one menu headed 
“Queen Victoria’s Christmas Dinner, Os¬ 
borne, December 1895”. The menu fills an 
entire page and comprises twenty-one items 
with a choice of game, followed by five 


sweets, as well as plum pudding and mince 
pies. As if this wasn’t enough, there were 
more dishes “on the sideboard”! 

In one of the earlier cookery books, 
“A New System of Domestic Cookery” 
(1806), the author, Mrs Rundell, assumed 
turkey was the correct bird to serve. After 
giving recipes for alternative stuffings, she 
wrote: “It is an invariable practice to serve 
salt meat of some kind with roast turkey — 
either ham, tongue, bacon or salt chine: 
the latter principally at Christmas.” 

Rather oddly, the section on sweet 
puddings opened with the statement: 
“Under this head the plum pudding stands 
foremost as a truly national dish.” Nation¬ 
al rather than seasonal? It doesn’t sound as if 
Mrs Rundell was fond of plum pudding 
herself, for she added: . have a metal 

sauceboat filled with brandy; set it alight on 
the table and pour a portion of it in a flame 
upon each slice of pudding. It will be found 
a great improvement.”' 

ECONOMY 

The full title of this book is “A New Sys¬ 
tem of Domestic Cookery, Formed Upon 
Principles of Economy; and Adapted for 
the Use of Private Families”, by “A Lady”. 
It was published by John Murray in 1806, 
although the title page is undated. The book, 
however, was on sale in the bookshops 
throughout the country in December 1805, 
especially in time for Christmas! 

Today’s busy housewives need all the 
help they can get for what can be a mara¬ 
thon of planning and preparation of meals 
for relatives and visitors — after all, the 
Christmas break can last for around two 
whole weeks these days. Fortunately, 
though, today they are spared a long search 
for ideas and information. 

Most women’s magazines these days, 
starting early in the autumn, give numerous 
hints, menus and ideas for every possible 
occasion and contingency. But probably the 
ideal solution is to own at least one cookery 
book which caters for nothing but Christ¬ 
mas. The few available are fairly recent in 
date and presumably were written to answer 
the need of people who prefer to produce 
homemade meals with all the trimmings, 
rather than rely wholly on ready-mades, tins 
or frozen food; and to ensure there is 
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enough of everything to last over the long 
holiday period. Then, having done as much 
as possible in advance, cooks can relax, 
knowing the bulk of the work has been done 
and only needs to be produced and heated at 
the required times. 

Most of these books, too, are extremely 
reasonably priced, and can be picked up 
fairly easily from secondhand bookshops. 

The most comprehensive of the special¬ 
ised Christmas cook books must be an early 
one by Fanny and John Cradock. Anyone 
working from their “Coping with Christmas” 
(1968), though, needs to be methodical and 
have quite a lot of storage space. Right away 
we are told that it is a good thing to get the 
cakes and puddings made and out of the way 
in January! The book then takes readers 
through the entire year with what can/ 
should be done at each stage. This section 
ends with details about laying the table, 
and even the best way to arrange items in 
and on the cooker on December 25th. 

Each season is mentioned, with tips such 
as buying gifts in the spring, and ensuring 
that new potatoes will be ready in eleven 
months time. The summer is the time for 


making pot pourri and jams. Mincemeat 
should be made in the autumn, to have time 
to mature, and this is also the time to check 
one’s Christmas card list. The whole of 
December is a count-down of last minute 
essentials. 

Another Christmas cook book which 
gives ideas for items to be prepared in 
advance is “Vision of Sugarplums” (1968), 
by Mimi Sheraton. The “Jamaica Black Fruit 
Cake” is supposed to be started in August, 
when the vital fruits and nuts are covered 
with a mixture of rum, orange juice and 
cherry brandy. This is left until the actual 
cake is made (not later than early Novem¬ 
ber as it is recommended that it be left to 
‘ripen’ for two months). 

COOKIES 

An American publication, this one in¬ 
cludes cakes and cookies from all over the 
world, and is helpful for anyone who wants 
to get away from nothing but The Cake 
year after year. There is another interesting 
chapter taking readers through from Advent 
to Twelfth Night with rituals and customs of 
different places, while the recipes themselves 
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have details such as: “Dutch children leave 
wooden shoes at the fireplace to be filled 
by Sinterklaas on December 6th, St Nich¬ 
olas’ Eve. Those who have been good will 
find, among other presents, cakes in the 
shape of their first initial.” Or that “Kutya 
is placed outdoors for Father Frost as a 
bribe to keep him from freezing the crops.” 
While Moravian Brown Sugar Cookies were 
“usually served to visitors who come to see 
the family creche.” 

* BASIC 

A useful basic cook book is by Frances 
Carmichael, who was taught to cook by 
Elizabeth Craig, author of “Court Favour¬ 
ites”. “Cooking for Christmas” (1949) 
gives extremely good information for 
straightforward items of poultry, puddings, 
sauces, cakes and so on, with a chapter on 
how to use up the leftovers. This is perhaps 
ideal for a new housewife who has never 
catered for large numbers before. As in 
“Coping with Christmas”, this book gives 
a countdown, but here only for the month 
of December. Freezers were almost unheard 
of when the book was published in 1949, so 
everything made in advance had to be some¬ 
thing which could be kept in an airtight tin. 
The December plan really gets going in the 
second week, with the making of everything 
for those tins; then it goes through almond 
paste, mincemeat, icing the cake, last minute 
shopping, pastry (“keep in the ’fridge 
wrapped in greaseproof paper”). Finally 
comes everything which had to be left as 
late as possible, with the really hard work 
for December 24th. 

Like most cookery books from this 
period, “Cooking for Christmas” should be 
available for a very reasonable price. For 
anyone who enjoys traditional cooking, the 
1970s produced a number of cook books 
based on really old time recipes: “A Heritage 
of British Cooking”, “Seven Centuries of 
English Cooking”, “Old Cook Books”, and 
similar titles. Earlier there had been the 
excellent “Good Things in England” and 
“Food in England”. 

A book from that group, “Old English 
Cookery”, by Peggy Hutchinson, had one 
chapter devoted to “Christmas Fayre: Old 
Country Recipes”. Mrs Hutchinson gave 
traditional information such as a recipe for 



THAT CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 


Sheraton 


“Visions of Sugarplums ” - an apt title for this 
mouthwatering selection of Christmas confections- 
from all parts of the world. 

Frumenty, which she informed her readers 
was “the origin of the Christmas pudding 
and cake — liquid spice conveyed to the 
mouth by a spoon, probably a horn one.” 
Or her Yule Loaf: “We always make this a 
month before Christmas so that it is mat¬ 
ured. Where there is a lot of entertaining it 
is an excellent cake to supplement the usual 
Christmas cake.” 

BOOKLETS 

Over the years some magazines have given 
away leaflets or entire booklets aimed at 
helping people with Christmas. They are 
handy for keeping, and more durable than 
odd pages which few people remember to 
cut out and put in a scrap book. One such 
post-war booklet of the 1940s included a 
picture of a butcher’s shop with the remark 
that in 1937, turkeys were 1/- to 1/4 per 
pound! 

An equivalent American booklet has 
cleverly alliterative chapter headings ranging 





from “Christmas Creations” through “Fest¬ 
ive Favourites” to “Wassail Wonders”. This 
“Good Housekeeping’s Christmas Cook 
Book” (1958) kindly included a Holiday 
Plum Pudding which was “especially nice for 
someone far from home, because it mails 
easily and keeps well.” A nice thought. 

Another American book, “Christmas in 
Williamsburg”, needs to be used in con¬ 
junction with “The Williamsburg Cook 
Book”. The latter points out, truly, that 
Christmas is primarily a religious festival. 
However, a recipe is given for “Crown of 
Turtle”, which became popular after the 
original boar’s head was no longer readily 
attainable. BYGONE 

Described as “a nostalgic evocation of 
bygone Christmas”, “Christmas Fare” 
(1981), by Judith Holder and Alison Hard¬ 
ing, is a beautiful book. Delightfully illus¬ 
trated, it is an extremely readable cook 
book. There is at least one full page of 
details on the customs associated with each 
item — and there are plenty of those: 
“Christmas Eve Whigs”, “The Great Sirloin”, 
“Bannocks and Godcakes”, to quote just a 
few. There are recipes by many cookery 
writers of the past in the text, many of 
which can easily be used today. 

In 1980, Shona Crawford Poole produced 
“Cooking for Christmas and Other Feasts”, 
which is described as containing a unique 


collection of recipes from all over the world. 
Again, helpful for people who prefer to get 
away from standard cakes and puddings, 
although they are in there as well. A year 
later came “Christmas and Festive Day 
Recipes” (1981), by Sara Paston-Williams, 
which is another handy book to own be¬ 
cause it gives ideas for other ‘special dates of 
the year’. 

Two really useful books with which to 
end this mouth-watering list are “Freezing 
for Christmas” (1977) and “Christmas from 
the Freezer”. As with all ‘Home and Freezer 
Digest’ recipes, each one ends with inform¬ 
ation about how to serve at once — or later. 
So, even for people who don’t own a freezer, 
they are helpful to own, with their wide 
range of sometimes unusal ideas. “Freezing 
for Christmas” tells the reader what to pre¬ 
pare and when from October onwards. The 
book ends with final instructions on when 
the foods which have been frozen — or 
bought ready-frozen — should be taken from 
the freezer, to allow correct thawing time or 
time in which final details can be added, 
such as icing decorations to cakes. 

If dedicated cooks can find some or all 
of these books, not only will they have a 
feast of information about the changing 
eating habits of the past 100 years or so, 
but they will be well equipped for what is 
probably the busiest time of the cooking 
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T he stories of Malcolm Saville have been 
consistently popular with children since 
he began writing them over forty years ago. 
It is only in recent years, however, that his 
books have become popular with collectors, 
and now many of his adventure stories and 
lesser known non-fiction titles are rapidly 
increasing in value. 

Malcolm Leonard Saville was born in 
1901 in Hastings, Sussex. After a private 
education, he joined the publicity depart¬ 
ment at Cassell in 1920, before moving to 
work for the Amalgamated Press in 1922. 
Here he became Sales Promotion Manager 
and stayed until 1936 before moving to 
George Newnes, who were later to publish 
most of Saville’s ‘Lone Pine’ series. 

It was not until 1942, when Malcolm 


Saville was forty-one years old, with four 
children of his own, that he wrote his first 
book. 

“Mystery at Witchend” is an adventure 
story set in wartime Britain, centring round 
a group of spies who had set up their base in 
a cottage on the lonely Long Mynd in Shrop¬ 
shire. The spies are eventually exposed by a 
group of children who meet up and form a 
secret club at the base of a lonely pine tree 
on the side of the Long Mynd. And so the 
‘Lone Pine Club’ was born, whose members 
were to share twenty adventures over the 
next thirty-five years. 

LONE PINERS 

The Lone Piners themselves all had dis¬ 
tinctive characters which were developed 
throughout the series. Much is made of the 
interplay between them, their loyalty to 
each other, and their occasional failings. 

The original Lone Pine Club had just 
five members. The Mortons, who spent 
their holidays at Witchend, their old house 
in the country, feature in all the stories. 
David, at fifteen the oldest Lone Piner, 
is sturdy, reliable and athletic. His brother 
and sister, Richard and Mary, are twins 
aged nine in the first story, and their child¬ 
ish chatter and ability to irritate their 
adversaries is a popular feature of the 
stories. They also add interest for younger 
readers, for the ‘Lone Pine’ stories can be 
enjoyed by children over a wide range of 
ages. 

Petronella Sterling is a few months 
younger than David, and lives on the Long 
Mynd with her father, who looks after the 
reservoir on the mountain. She becomes 
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David’s special friend, and their develop¬ 
ing relationship comes to a happy conclusion 
in the final book. 

The other original ‘Lone Piner’ is Tom 
Ingles, a Londoner who comes to work on 
his uncle’s farm. He hates the countryside 
at first, but eventually comes to like it and 
to want a farm of his own. As the Lone Pine 
series progresses, further characters gradually 
join the club. In “Seven White Gates” 
(1944), the romantic and excitable redhead 
Jenny Harman appears. Her father runs the 
village shop on the further side of the Long 
Mynd, and she quickly becomes Tom’s 
companion. DOLPHIN 

In the excellent “Gay Dolphin Advent¬ 
ure” (1945), set in Rye, the bookish John 
Warrender and his cousin Penny are 
introduced. This constant bringing in of new 
characters works well, I think, giving readers 
a chance to follow the course of the charact¬ 
ers’ lives throughout the stories; it also 
gives a strong incentive to collect the com¬ 
plete ‘Lone Pine’ series. All the Lone Piners 
appear in the final story “Home to 
Witchend” (1979), which also contains a list 
of the characters from the stories, and the 
books in which they appeared. 

The striking feature of “Mystery at 
Witchend” (1943), and all Malcolm Saville’s 
stories, is his descriptions of locations. The 
Lone Pine series explores some of the hidden 
corners of England: the Shropshire hills, the 
Yorkshire dales, the Norfolk broads, Rye 
and Romney Marsh, and Dartmoor. This 
adds an air of authenticity to the stories, 
and all these places can be visited and 
explored, unlike the nondescript settings of 
many children’s stories. Indeed, it is possible 
to find (with the aid of the foreword of 
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The four “Scrapbooks for Boys and Girls" all 
featured fine dust-wrappers by Tunnicliffe. 
“Country Scrapbook” (1944) now fetches £3-£4. 


“Secret of the Gorge” and a good map!) the 
river bank where the Lone Piners camped in 
that adventure, and the old bow bridge and 
ruined cottage featured in the story. This is 
an adventure that many Malcolm Saville en¬ 
thusiasts have shared, as I found out while 
chatting to the owner of the teashop in 
nearby Leintwardine. 

Not surprisingly, “Mystery at Witchend” 
is one of the hardest of the Malcolm Saville 
first editions to find. A VG copy in its 
original dust-wrapper would fetch £12-£15 
today. As with most children’s books, dust- 
wrappers can be difficult to come by in VG 
or Fine condition, but in general, most 
Malcolm Saville first editions can still be 
found in dust-wrappers for quite reason¬ 
able prices. 

“Mystery at Witchend” was an imm¬ 
ediate success, and was soon followed by 
“Seven White Gates” (1944), and “The 
Gay Dolphin Adventure” (1945). All three 
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GAY DOLPHIN 



“The Gay Dolphin Adventure" (Newnes, 1945) 
was the third book in the ‘Lone Pine ’ series. 


stories were serialised on ‘Children’s Hour’ 
and soon established Malcolm Saville as one 
of the top contemporary children’s writers. 

In 1944 Malcolm Saville’s first non¬ 
fiction title was published. This was 
“Country Scrapbook for Boys and Girls”, 
soon followed by “Open Air Scrapbook” 
(1945) and “Seaside Scrapbook” (1946). All 
three titles are surprisingly easy to find 
today. “Open Air Scrapbook” has descript¬ 
ions of Shropshire, Rye and the Yorkshire 
dales, emphasising Malcolm Saville’s love of 
those areas. All three books contain descript¬ 
ions of the countryside flora and fauna. 
“Malcolm Saville’s Country Book” (1961) 
and “Malcolm Saville’s Seaside Book” 
(1962) are revised and updated versions of 
these three titles with some extra items. 
Saville’s own favourite of his countryside 
books was “Jane’s Country Year” (1946), 
the story of a girl on a farm watching the 
changing seasons. This is a good quarto- 
size book with fine illustrations. A VG 


copy in dust-wrapper is fairly difficult to 
find and would cost around £7-£8. The 
octavo edition published in 1953 is not 
nearly so attractive and is worth only a 
few pounds complete with dust-wrapper. 

Of his other non-fiction titles, “King of 
Kings” (1958) is a well written and sen¬ 
sitive ‘life’ of Christ for children, and it is 
not too hard to find. 

His “Come to. . ” travel series, featuring 
London, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset 
(1966-1969), however, is a lot more diff¬ 
icult to come by. Many of these non-fiction 
titles will take the Malcolm Saville collector 
into sections of bookshops where he or she 
may never have been before. The books can 
sometimes be found at excellent prices, as 
many dealers are still unaware of the interest 
in all Malcolm Saville titles. Keen eyes and 
patience can bring rewards here. 

TROUBLE 

1954 saw the publication of the first of a 
set of seven stories about Mike and Mary 
Bishop, called “Trouble at Townsend”. 
This book was written in response to a re¬ 
quest from the Children’s Film Foundation 
for a story that could be made into a film. 
The film was duly made at Malcolm Saville’s 
home, and featured the young Petula Clark 
as Mary. The “Mike and Mary” books are 
gentle stories aimed at children younger 
than the ‘Lone Pine’ readers. There were 
seven of them over the next twelve years, 
and several later series aimed at a similar 
readership (the “Susan and Bill” and “Lucy 
and Humf” and “Nettlefold” series). These 
had similar themes, with the emphasis on 
life in the countryside. These stories show 
the rare ability of the author to present the 
freshness of life through the eyes of children 
without ever sounding trite or patronising. 
All the characters are roundly defined, and 
the country scenes are well observed. 

The ‘Jilly’ series commenced in 1948 
with “Redshanks Warning”, set on the Nor¬ 
folk broads and featuring Mandy, Prue arid 
Tim Jilly. The Jilly stories have a charm of 
their own; “Two Fair Plaits” (1948) shows 
Malcolm Saville’s ability to describe the 
back streets of London as well as his more 
usual country settings, whereas “Strangers 
at Snowfell” (1949) is particularly well- 
written, conveying the chill of a train 




“The Neglected Mountain" (1953) is one of the 
very best of the ‘Lone Pine’ stories, and features 
this atmospheric jacket design by Bertram Prance. 


trapped in a snowdrift. It also features 
attractive front endpapers with pictures of 
the three Jillys. 

“The Master of Maryknoll” (1950) is the 
first of the books about the Buckingham 
family. Personally, I find that these books 
lack the balance of the ‘Lone Pine’ and 
‘Jilly’ series. The older children, Juliet 
Buckingham and her close friend Charles 
Renislau, the son of a Czechoslovakian 


composer, leave little room for Juliet’s 
younger brother, Simon. The stories, how¬ 
ever, are exciting enough, with “A Palace for 
the Buckinghams” (1963) being my own 
particular favourite. The first four Bucking¬ 
ham titles were published between 1954 
and 1963, but most copies I have seen have 
not survived particularly well. The latter two 
titles were re-issued by Collins in the 1970s. 
They are set abroad and seem a little light¬ 
weight compared with the earlier stories. 
They are also much easier to find. 

TUSCANY 

“Three Towers in Tuscany” (1963) saw 
a change in direction for Malcolm Saville, 
now in his sixties. It was the first of a series 
of seven books published by Heinemann 
featuring the secret service agent Marston 
Baines and some of his undergraduate 
friends. These books were aimed at older 
children to bridge the gap between children’s 
adventure stories and adult fiction. They 
were well-received by the critics at the time, 
and are second only to the ‘Lone Pine’ 
series in popularity with collectors. They 
are quite hard to find in good condition, 
although most of the dust-wrappers have 
survived intact. All the stories are set abroad 
in more exotic locations than previous 
stories, and feature more serious crimes such 
as drug peddling and diamond smuggling. 

In the 1960s and early 1970s, all of the 
‘Lone Pine’, ‘Jilly’ and ‘Buckingham’ stories 
were reissued in Armada paperback revised 
editions. There were also some hardback 
editions produced by Collins. These new 
editions were edited by Malcolm Saville to 
fit the 160 or 192 page format of Armada 
books, and serve to illustrate why collectors 
are keen to find the original edition of any 
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particular book. Although the storylines 
themselves are unchanged, much of the 
charm of the original stories is lost. The 
twins in the ‘Lone Pine’ series suffer partic¬ 
ularly, with much of their banter being lost 
in order to compress 225 pages into 192. 
There are also some less significant changes. 
For instance, the rather quaint ‘hullo’ of 
1943 becomes ‘hello’ in the 1960s, and 
‘Mummy’ and ‘Daddy’ give way to the more 
adult ‘Mother’ and ‘Father’. 

* RIGHTS 

More recently, the publisher John Good- 
child has acquired the rights of the Saville 
books, and has so far published the first ten 
titles of the ‘Lone Pine’ series, with the re¬ 
mainder due to come out in the next two 
years. Some new paperback editions are 
scheduled for Summer 1987. These books 
are nicely produced, but the text has again 
been altered from the original editions, and 


“Saucers Over the Moor” (1955), set in the rugged 
terrain of Dartmoor, was again illustrated by Bert¬ 
ram Prance. This book now sells for £6.50-£7. 



46 



“King of Kings" (Nelson, 1958), a sensitively 
written life of Christ, showed a change of direction 
for Malcolm Saville the adventure story writer. 


there are no illustrations. 

In addition to the books published by 
Malcolm Saville, there is plenty of scope for 
the collectors of signed items and letters. 
This is because throughout his career Saville 
encouraged his readers to write to him, and 
always guaranteed them a reply. This was no 
mean achievement, when you consider that 
during the 1950s and 1960s he was one of 
the most popular children’s novelists, and 
must have been inundated by mail! 

NEWSLETTERS 

The Lone Pine Club was formed in the 
late 1950s, and published regular newsletters 
well into the 1960s. These are likely to be 
quite scarce now, and most will be in the 
hands of collectors who have kept them 
since childhood. In addition, Malcolm 
Saville was always ready to sign books on 
request, so many signed books are still 
available. As his popularity increases, how¬ 
ever, signed items seem likely to be snapped 
up, and will consequently increase in value. 


The quality of illustrations in Malcolm 
Saville books varies considerably. The first 
edition of “Mystery at Witchend” was 
illustrated by G.E. Berry, but subsequent 
editions, and the next seven ‘Lone Pine’ 
titles, were excellently illustrated by Bert¬ 
ram Prance. They now have an old world 
charm about them, even though they were 
published only thirty or forty years ago. 
They featured many full page illustrations, 
and some of the coloured dust-wrappers are 
very attractive. Three of the 1960s titles 
were also illustrated, but mostly with small 
sketches of little merit, at the start of each 
chapter. The latter titles of the series had no 
illustrations. The ‘Jilly’ series were first 
illustrated by the fine pictures of Lunt 
Roberts; and then by ‘Wynne’, whose 
illustrations were excellent. The last two of 
the series had illustrations by Tilden Reeves 
and Marcia Lane Foster, and are very poor 
by comparison. 

Lunt Roberts also illustrated the ‘Mike 
and Mary’ series, while Ernest Shepard 
(more famous for Winnie the Pooh) had 
drawings featured in the ‘Susan and Bill’ 
books. Bernard Bowerman’s illustrations in 


red, green and black were an unusual and 
attractive feature of “Jane’s Country Year”. 
Most of the other illustrators used by Mal¬ 
colm Saville vary from the moderate to 
the frankly poor; a complete list of the 
illustrators of all the books is given in the 
bibliography. 

STANDARD 

The general standard of Malcolm Saville’s 
books is very high. As with any children’s 
adventure writer, there are limits to the con¬ 
tents of his books. There is little violence, 
and of course no murders; but the children 
experience more than their fair share of 
kidnappings, natural disasters and buried 
treasure. There is always a point, too, 
where the adults have to take over to ‘wind 
up’ an adventure. In the ‘Jilly’ and ‘Buck¬ 
ingham’ series, it is often the father figure 
of the family who eventually takes over. 
In the ‘Lone Pine’ books, Malcolm Saville 
gets around this problem several times via 
the character of James Wilson, a journalist 
with a keen sense of adventure. 

The ‘baddies’ themselves sometimes seem 
a little caricatured, however. Many of them 
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are easily identifiable by their habit of smok¬ 
ing, wearing dark glasses, or being foreign. 
But the female character of ‘the Ballinger’, a 
formidably large lady in tweeds, is a memor¬ 
able creation and appears in many of the 
‘Lone Pine’ stories. The encounters between 
the twins and ‘the Ballinger’ are some of the 
highlights of the series. 

HOME 

The final ‘Lone Pine’ book was “Home to 
Witchend”, first published by Armada in 
1978. Ths^ first hardback edition, published 
by Severn House, is very scarce and, surpris¬ 
ingly, about the hardest title to find. The 
story is not a great one, but it brings to¬ 
gether all the Lone Piners and many of their 
friends from previous stories. Malcolm Sav- 
ille clearly knew that this was to be the last 
of the series, and left the Lone Piners on an 


optimistic note with the twins taking over 
the club as the older children come of age. 

The last Marston Baines story, “Marston 
Master Spy” was also published in 1978. 
Although there were a few more non-fiction 
titles published, these were the last of 
Malcolm Saville’s adventure stories before 
his death in June 1982. 

Ironically, it is since then that readers 
who grew up with his stories have started 
collecting his books, and now want to have a 
complete set of their own volumes. There is 
an increasing number of followers of the 
‘Lone Piners’, and with new editions of 
Malcolm Saville books now available, their 
popularity looks assured for years to come. 

We would like to thank Kyria Olympias 
and Sue Geary for their help with the 
Malcolm Saville bibliography. 


COMPLETE UK BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
MALCOLM SAVILLE S CHILDRENS BOOKS 
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THE FICTION OF 

ISAAC 

ASIMOV 

EARLY FIRST EDITIONS 
BY THE POPULAR SCIENCE 
FICTION AUTHOR ARE 
NOW VERY COLLECTABLE 
BY MIKE ASHLEY 


I f you were to take a census amongst 
non-sf readers to name a science fiction 
writer, the chances are that you’d end up 
with a two-horse race. Without conducting 
such a survey, I could still guarantee that the 
two names heading the list would be Isaac 
Asimov and Arthur C. Clarke. There would 
certainly be other names on the list, but 
these two are far and above the best-known 
science fiction writers in the world. We’ll 
leave Arthur Clarke for another day and this 
time concentrate on that prolific power¬ 
house, Isaac Asimov. 

Isaac Asimov — and do please note the 
spelling: it’s not Issac or Azimov, as has so 
often appeared in print, even on his stories — 
must be ranked among the world’s most pro¬ 
lific writers. His book total now exceeds 300 
and with the logarithmic scale at which his 
output is growing, it will probably be dang¬ 
erously near 400 by the time this is printed. 

Recently he’s taken to co-editing a range 
of science fiction and fantasy anthologies 
which helps shortcut the process, but his 
output is no less impressive for all that. The 
bulk of his books are non-fiction, dealing 
with subjects ranging through all of the 
physical sciences and on to and including 
geography, mythology, history, the Bible, 
Shakespeare and even such titles as “The 
Sensuous Dirty Old Man” (Walker, 1971) 



and “Lecherous Limericks” (Walker, 1975). 

But it was as a sf writer that Asimov 
first came to fame, and how he is best 
known today, and it’s this career that I 
would like to concentrate on. 

Although now an American national, 
Asimov was Russian by birth. He was born 
in the village of Petrovichi near Smolensk on 
January 2nd, 1920. At least, that’s the day 
he celebrates, although the exact date was 
never recorded. It is further confused by the 
fact that Asimov was born in the transitional 
period when Russia was at last phasing out 
the old Julian Calendar and adopting the 
Gregorian. Perhaps it was all this that gave 
Asimov his fascination for dates and his 
delight in recording facts. 
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The Asimovs emigrated to America in 
1923. After a variety of jobs, Asimov’s 
father established a small confectionery 
and newsagents - remembered affectionate¬ 
ly as ‘the candy store’. It was through this 
store that young Asimov, who had already 
become an avid reader at the local library, 
became aware of the pulp magazines, and in 
particular the ‘gosh-wow-wonder’ of the sf 
pulps published by Hugo Gernsback, such as 
‘Amazing Stories’ and later ‘Wonder Stories’. 
Asimov totally fell in love with science 
fiction and* was soon trying to write it. He 
discovered sf fandom and became a member 
of the astonishing fan group known as the 
Futurians. This included such future writers 
and editors as Frederik Pohl, Cyril Korn- 
bluth, James Blish and Donald Wollheim, 
and has to be regarded as one of the most 
talented of all sf groups. 


ASTOUNDING 


The leading science fiction magazine of 
the mid-Thirties (and for the next two 
decades) was ‘Astounding Stories’ (later 
‘Astounding Science Fiction’, and later still 
‘Analog’). In 1938 ‘Astounding’ had a new 
editor in the shape of John W. Campbell, 
Jr. and Asimov has never stinted in his 
praise of how Campbell encouraged him as a 
writer: “my literary father” he calls him in 
the first volume of his autobiography, 
“In Memory Yet Green” (Doubleday, 1979). 
Nevertheless, Campbell had to have some¬ 
thing to work with and Asimov was a born 
writer. The need to express himself in 
writing on any subject flowed naturally and 
the ability to express himself personably 
attracted a ready readership. It only needed 
someone in authority to briefly hold the 
reins on the exuberant youth, to steer a 
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“Nine Tomorrows” (Dobson, 1963), subtitled 
“Tales of the Near Future”, contains nine stories. 


natural writer into a professional one. 

By chance Asimov’s first fiction sale was 
not to Campbell. He had sent a manuscript 
already rejected by Campbell to ‘Amazing 
Stories’. “Marooned off Vesta”, a rather 
straightforward scientific problem story, 
appeared in the March 1939 issue, and thus 
launched Asimov the writer. Asimov, how¬ 
ever, would not feel he had been really 
launched until he had sold to Campbell, 
and it would be six months after his first 
sale before Campbell bought “Trends”, 
which was published in the July 1939 
‘Astounding’. 

Asimov had made it. Although he con¬ 
tributed to many other sf magazines during 
the 1940s, it was his stories in ‘Astounding’ 
that established him and in doing so contrib¬ 
uted towards the creation of modern science 
fiction. 

From those early days Asimov rapidly 
established an enviable reputation and there 
were three areas specially his own. Firstly, 
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if Asimov is known for anything by the non- 
sf reader, it is for his robot stories. He is 
even credited with having coined the term 
‘robotics’. It was Asimov who formulated 
the three laws of robotics (although he 
claims they were Campbell’s idea) which 
now seem so central to any consideration 
of artificial intelligence. The story that really 
started the series was “Reason” (‘Astound¬ 
ing’ April 1941) followed rapidly by “Liar!” 
(May, 1941) and “Runaround” (March 
1942). The early robot stories were later 
collected together in Asimov’s second 
book, “I, Robot” (1950). 

ROBOT 

At the time the robot series was taking 
shape, Campbell asked Asimov, “What do 
you think would happen if men were to see 
the stars for the first time in a thousand 
years?” “I don’t know”, Asimov replied 
blankly. “I think they would go mad,” 
Campbell returned. “I want you to write a 
story about that.” 

And Asimov went home and wrote 
“Nightfall”. Published in ‘Astounding’ in 
September 1941, it has since gone down in 
the annals of science fiction as the best sf 
story ever written. Even Asimov, not known 
for his modesty, regards this as an exagger¬ 
ation and it is, of course, absurd to be ab¬ 
solute. But it’s one of those stories that 
history has done its best to elevate, and the 
reality has long since lost out to the legend. 

GALACTIC 

Asimov now posed an idea to Campbell: 
that of the fall of a Galactic Empire and its 
subsequent revival. Campbell enthused and 
Asimov wrote “Foundation” (‘Astounding’, 
May 1942). Thus appeared the first of 
Asimov’s continuing Foundation series. 
They all appeared in ‘Astounding’ during 
the 1940s and were at length published in 
book form by Gnome Press in three volumes 
as “Foundation” (1951), “Foundation and 
Empire” (1952), and “Second Foundation” 
(1953). The books have been known ever 
since as “The Foundation Trilogy” (and 
were collected as such by Doubleday NY 
in 1963). But it was never planned as a 
trilogy and, as it stood, the sequence was un¬ 
finished. By the time the books appeared, 
though, Asimov had grown tired of the 


series. Even when they won a retrospective 
Hugo award at the 1966 World Science 
Fiction Convention as the Best All-Time 
Series, Asimov could still not be cajoled 
into continuing it. It would be thirty years 
before he returned to the now classic books 
and, at the insistence of his publisher, comp¬ 
leted “Foundation’s Edge” in 1982. It 
became an instant best-seller and went on to 
win the 1983 Hugo award as best novel. 

Whilst it is gratifying to a young writer 
to achieve such greatness when barely into 
his twenties, in time it becomes a consider¬ 
able yoke to bear, especially when so many 
people consider that his best work was 
done at this time. But Asimov was not 
content to rest on the success of his early 
work. Quite simply, he is never content 
to rest at all. His first book appeared in 
1950. Originally written in 1947 as a lead 
novel for another pulp but not published 
due to a policy change, “Pebble in the Sky” 
was also the start of Asimov’s long assoc¬ 
iation with Doubleday & Co. It is not the 
most collectable of his books, though. That 
honour falls to the early Gnome Press 
editions. 
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Gnome Press was one of a small number 
of publishing houses run by sf fans that 
flourished in America in the post-war years, 
when demobbed fans invested their GI 
funds. Martin Greenberg and David Kyle 
(an ex-Futurian) formed Gnome Press in 
1948 and it had become reasonably well 
established when they selected “I, Robot” 
as their ninth book. It was published in an 
edition of 5,000 copies, with a special 
run of 1,000 copies as an army paperback. 
This is far more attractive to collectors than 
Asimov’s fijst book. 

It was also Gnome Press that brought 
out the three Foundation volumes. Aston¬ 
ishingly these three editions fetched S950 
at an auction in 1983, although most cat¬ 
alogues list them at around S200 each. 
Interestingly “Foundation’s Edge” appeared 
not only in a trade cloth edition from 
Doubleday, but also in a special limited 
edition of 1,000 copies from Whispers Press, 
one of the many small press publishers now 
proliferating in the States. All four Found¬ 
ation books are thus available in small press 
editions. The Whispers volume originally 
retailed at S50 and is now fetching twice 
that. It means that all four books, in Mint 
condition, are now worth upwards of 
S 1,000 (£700). 

In 1951 Asimov began a series of science 
fiction novels for young readers, recounting 
the adventures of David ‘Lucky’ Starr. 
Originally hoping to have a television tie-in 
(which never occurred), Asimov opted for 
the books to appear pseudonymously, and 
thus the first editions (and some of the 
reprints) bore the name of Paul French. All 
published by Doubleday, the series began 
with “David Starr: Space Ranger” (1952). 
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"Foundation’s Edge”, (Granada, 1983), the fourth 
in Asimov’s celebrated'Foundation ’ series. 


1952 also saw Asimov’s name on his 
first non-fiction book, “Biochemistry and 
Human Metabolism” (Williams & Wilkins), a 
text book for medical students-written with 
Burnham S. Walker and William C. Boyd. 
His first solo non-fiction book, “The Chem¬ 
icals of Life” appeared from Abelard- 
Schuman in 1956. 

Back in the fiction field Asimov now 
turned an eye to the mystery genre. Horace 
Gold, the editor of ‘Galaxy’ asked Asimov 
for a robot novel. Asimov was none too 
smitten with the idea, having hitherto 
written only robot short stories, but at 
length he capitulated, and the result was 
“The Caves of Steel” (1954). “What pleased 
me most about ‘The Caves of Steel’ ”, 
Asimov would later write, “was that it was 
pure murder mystery set against a science 
fiction background. As far as I was concern¬ 
ed it was a perfect fusion of the two genres, 
and the first such perfect fusion.” 
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To many, Asimov’s robot mystery 
novels are his most satisfactory and accom¬ 
plished works. The first was followed by 
“The Naked Sun” (1957), but after that 
other commitments intervened and en¬ 
thusiasm flagged, It would be twenty-five 
years before he completed the third robot 
novel, “The Robots of Dawn” (1983). 
This also went on to become a best seller 
and has been regarded by many as Asimov’s 
best novel. Since then he has managed to 
produce a further novel linking together the 
relatively near future world of the robots 
and the distant world of Foundation in 
“Robots and Empire” (1985). Both of these 
volumes are available in small press limited 
editions from Phantasia Press of West 
Bloomfield, Michigan. Both issued in slip 
cases signed and numbered, “The Robots of 
Dawn” retailed at S60 with a 750-copy run, 
and “Robots and Empire” at S50 for a 650 
copy run. Both are now out of print and 
prices are starting to rise. 

Between these books Asimov wrote a 
number of non-sf mystery novels starting 
with “The Death Dealers” (1958). His 
short mystery tales about the Black Widow¬ 
ers began being collected into book form 
with “Tales of the Black Widowers” (1974). 
Asimov has also progressively collected 
together all of his short sf work into book 
form, the stories interlinked by his delightful 
egotistical chatter, starting with “The Early 
Asimov” (1972). 

The pressure of his non-fiction writing 
meant that by 1960 Asimov was writing less 
and less sf. One odd exception arose in 1966 
when he agreed to write the novelisation of 
the film “Fantastic Voyage” (1966), which 
had starred Donald Pleasence and Raquel 
Welch. It does not strictly classify as an 
original Asimov novel, although he did not 
follow the film’s screenplay but rather the 
original story outline by Otto Klement and 
Jerome Bixby. Asimov did not return to 
full length sf until 1972 with probably his 
most ambitious novel “The Gods Them¬ 
selves” (1972), which went on to win 
both the Hugo and Nebula awards as best 
novel. 

Many of the statistics relating to Asimov 
are impressive. Apart from the sheer volume 
of his output, he also contributes a regular 
monthly science column to the ‘Magazine 



Isaac Asimov is the only living writer in the world 
to have an sf magazine named after him. The first 
edition appeared in December 1976 (dated Spring 
1977), with an introduction by Asimov. 


of Fantasy and Science Fiction’. It first 
appeared in November 1958 and is now in 
its twenty-eighth year with over 330 essays 
published. The October 1966 edition of that 
magazine was a special Asimov issue. 

Asimov is also the only living writer in 
the sf world with a magazine named after 
him. ‘Isaac Asimov’s Science Fiction Maga¬ 
zine’ appeared in December 1976 (dated 
Spring 1977) and rapidly became the best 
selling sf magazine, overtaking the then field 
leader, ‘Analog’. ‘Anolog’ was the name by 
which, since 1960, ‘Astounding’ had been 
known, so the magazine that had nurtured 
Asimov in his youth, now had to make way 
for the Master. 

In 1983, Asimov underwent a triple 
bypass heart operation. He survived it 
“with all flags flying”, as he reported, and is 
now writing more sf than ever, intending to 
write at least three more Foundation novels 
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to form a complete sixteen book sequence 
from “I, Robot” to the latest, “Foundation 
and Earth” (working title), in progress as I 
write. It needs a dedicated collector to 
acquire every one of Asimov’s books, but a 
library of his fiction alone will present the 
collector with much of the best of that genre 
written during the last 45 years. 

Below we have listed complete biblio¬ 
graphies of Asimov’s U.K. and U.S. fiction 
first editions. As usual, the prices for the 
U.K. editions are a guide to the current 
values of his books in this country; but in 
the case of U.S. editions, we have departed 
somewhat from our Usual practice. The 
values listed here for U.S. first editions are 
a guide to what these books are currently 
fetching in the United States; on the rare 
occasions that these books appear in this 
country, their selling price is usually only 
about two-thirds of the prices quoted here. 

By comparing the two sets of prices, you 
can see very clearly that Asimov is at present 
a much more valuable author (in book 
collecting terms) in America than in Britain. 
The current values for U.K. editions 
certainly sound like potential bargains! 



It was Asimov’s stories published in ‘Astounding’ 
that really established him as a science fiction 
writer of outstanding talent and inventiveness. 
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NIGHTFALL AND OTHER STORIES (Rapp & Whiting, 1970).£5-£8 

AN ISAAC ASIMOV DOUBLE (NEL, 1972).£8-£10 

THE BEST OF ISAAC ASIMOV (Sidgwick & Jackson, 1973; Sphere paperback published 

simultaneously).£8-£10 

THE EARLY ASIMOV (Gollanez, 1973).£12-£15 

A SECOND ISAAC ASIMOV DOUBLE (NEL, 1973).£8-£10 

A THIRD ISAAC ASIMOV DOUBLE (NEL, 1973).£8-£10 

TALES OF THE BLACK WIDOWERS (Gollanez, 1975).£8-£10 

BUY JUPITER (Gollanez, 1976).£8-£10 

THE BICENTENNIAL MAN (Gollanez, 1977).£10-£12 

MORE TALES OF THE BLACK WIDOWERS (Gollanez, 1977).£8-£10 

THE HEAVENLY HOST (Puffin paperback, 1979).£1-£2 

CASEBOOK OF THE BLACK WIDOWERS (Gollanez, 1980).£8-£1 0 

THE COMPLETE ROBOT (Granada, 1982).C12-E15 

FOUNDATION TRILOGY, STARS LIKE DUST, THE NAKED SUN, I ROBOT 

(Heinemann/Octopus, 1982).£3-£5 

THE WINDS OF CHANGE (Granada, 1983).£8-£10 

THE UNION CLUB MYSTERIES (Granada, 1984).£8-£10 

BANQUETS OF THE BLACK WIDOWERS (Granada, 1985)..£8-£10 
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(maximum 15) using tight nylon binding cords. The cost, including post & packing, is £3.50 
(£4.50 overseas). Send your order, together with your name and address and a cheque/P.O. 
made payable to ‘Diamond Publishing Group Ltd.’, to: 

THE MAGAZINE EDITOR, BOOK & MAGAZINE COLLECTOR, 

45 ST. MARY’S ROAD, EALING, LONDON W5 5RQ. 
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CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE 

Many interesting items, antiquarian and modern. 
Stamp appreciated. Lakeland Books, 9 Cloverfield, 
Preston Rd., Clayton-le-Woods, nr Chorley, Lancs. 


CHILDREN’S & ILLUSTRATED 
BUMPER CATALOGUE 11 

Selection of items including B.B., Blyton, Bucker- 
idge, Crompton, Edwards, Johns, Milne, Richards, 
Saville, School Stories, Uttley, Westerman — 
Anderson, Attwell, Dulac, Rackham, Tarrant, 
Wain — Annuals, Reference Books, Rupert, ABCs, 
Novelties, Games, Weekly & Monthly Papers, 
Cards, Ephemera and a seasonal pot-pourri. Stamp 
appreciated. Green Meadow Books, Kinoulton, 
Notts. NG12 3EN. 

MILITARY HISTORY 

For list of books for sale, send SAE to: Smith, 
38 Main Rd., Norton, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 4TL. 

ATLANTIC BOOKS 

offer their latest list for December: MODERN 
HISTORY being mainly books of a Military 
& Political nature with a smattering of 
ancillary items and a collection of war poetry 


Leighion Buzzard, Beds. LU7 9QD. 

CINEMA SOUVENIRS 1930 ONWARDS 

Annuals, Books, Magazines, Stills, Posters, Press- 
books, Brochures, Sheet Music. Catalogue SOp 
from: 43 Fairway Ave., West Drayton, Middx. 
NEW CATALOGUE FROM YESTERDAY’S 
PAPER. Children’s List No. 9 contains Wonder 
Books, Puffins, Pop-Ups, Moveables, Dressing 
Dolls, Press-Outs, Miniatures, Untearables, Unbear- 
ables. Fairytales, Classics, ‘Alice’, Collected 
Illustrators, Puppets, Nursery Rhymes and much 
more — from 1830s to 1980s. Price £1 post 
inclusive from: Yesterday’s Paper, South View, 
Holcombe Rogus, Somerset. 

PENGUIN P/B LIST READY 

Plus assorted pub. p/b. Modern/older. Please state 
interest. SAE (overseas 2 IRCs) to: Thorne. 62 
Claremont Rd., Southport, Merseyside PR8 4DX. 

DETECTIVE FICTION 

500 items priced from 50p to £20.00. Wide 
range of detective/crime/thriller hardbacks 
and paperbacks, including many green 
Penguins. Mailing end of month. Large SAE 
please to: Martyn Goodger, 7 Buckland Rd., 
Salford M6 8GP. _ 

COLLECTABLES AT STUDY BOOKS 

Rupert, William, Annuals, Biggies, Girls’, Infant, . 
older Comics, Giles, Blyton, SF, Modern firsts. 
Pulp, Andy Capp, World War II, Classics, 1940s/ 
50s Romance/Novels, Teach Yourself etc. 18p 
stamp for two free lists. Extra lists 2p each. Please 
specify. Wants lists welcomed. STUDY BOOKS, 
23 Stewton Lane, Louth, Lines. LN11 8SB. Tel. 
(0507) 607707. 

MISCELLANEOUS LIST, most subjects incl¬ 
uding Modern First Editions, Sailing and Scottish 
interest. Miss R. McBride, 36 Ballymacormick 
Rd., Bangor, Co. Down BT19 2AB, N. Ireland. 

CHILDHOOD NOSTALGIA 

45 big pages, 4500 titles. Catalogue 2 x 18p 
stamps. Wants welcomed. Lynch, 25 Shendish 
Edge, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP3 9SZ. 

VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ: 15 titles incl. 
lsts. List from: Toole, 331A Hanworth Road, 
Hounslow, Middx. TW3 3SE. 

CHILDREN’S CATALOGUE NO. 8 

300+ items. Most collectable authors. Mailing end 
of month. Large SAE please to: Goodger, 7 
Buckland Rd., Salford M6 8GP. 

COMIC & COMIC BOOK CATALOGUE VOL. 6 
out now. 40 pages (illustrated). Packed with 100s 
bargains. Also large classified section. Send £1 
post-paid to: 31 Arcadia Terrace, Blyth, North¬ 
umberland NE24 3JX. 

AVIATION 1909-1985. Books, magazines. Stamp 
please. D. Sparkes, 6 Dudbridge Hill, Stroud, 


AMERICAN CATALOGUE of James Bond, 
UNCLE, Doc Savage, Prisoner, Avengers, Edward 
Woodward, Professionals, Horror, TV & Movie 
Magazines, Photos, Posters, Monkees, Paperbacks, 
Science Fiction items, etc. Catalogue £2.00. Search 
service. Also buying. Howard Rogofsky, Box 
107-BM, Glen Oaks, NY 11004, USA. 
CHILDREN’S & SMALL SCI-FI LIST. SAE to: 
Harris, 191 Pitshanger Lane, London W5 IRQ. 

RUPERT 

New Rupert catalogue: most annuals from 1946, 
most Adventure Series 1-35, misc. books etc., etc. 
Wants lists welcomed. Stamp required. C.J. Fox, 
56 Napier Rd., Thornhill, Southampton, Hants. 
S02 6BX. Tel. (0703) 466352 evenings. 

LARGE ANNUALS LIST 

Comics, Sci-Fi, Film and TV. Send large SAE to: 
G. Lee, 237 Robin Hood Lane, Bluebell Hill, 
Chatham, Kent ME5 9QU. 

THEOLOGY. Church History, Biography, Liturgy, 
Music. Please send 25p stamp for lists to: George 
Shelly, 24 Cloudesley Square, London N1 OHN. 
DETECTIVE OR SCIENCE FICTION lists. SAE 
please to: Mrs Margaret Perry, 46 Taff Way, Tile- 
hurst, Reading, Berks. RG3 4BA. 

BOOKS ON COSTUME, FASHION, SOCIAL 
HISTORY, Embroidery and allied subjects. Send 
stamp for catalogue to: Felicity J. Warnes, 82 
Merry hills Drive, Enfield, Middx. EN2 7PD. 

COLLECTORS’ BOOKS 

Antiques, Coins, Stamps, etc. List — send SAE to: 
Gates, 15 Lissel Rd., Milton Keynes MK6 3AX. 
MODERN lsts & ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
available from: S. Tate (Books), 5 Wharfebank 
Terrace, Tadcaster, N. Yorkshire. 

CHILDRENS LIST — ready 1st December: 
Blyton, Oxenham, Johns, etc. Large SAE please. 
Trisha Marshall, 9 Abinger Mews, London W9 3SP. 
CINEMA LIST including Monroe items. SAE to: 
Gates, 15 Lissel Rd., Milton Keynes MK6 3AX. 

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS 

November catalogue. Stamp/SAE to: Darees 
Books , 22 Wanley Rd.., London SE5 8AT. 

THE BOX OF DELIGHTS, 
SKIPTON, NORTH. YORKS. 

Send 4 x 18p stamps for Illustrated Catalogue 
22. An informative and interesting read in itself: 
216 Cookery fine. Ephemera & Antiquarian); 
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If you have any comments or queries on any aspect of book collecting, please write to: 
The Editor, Book And Magazine Collector, 45 St. Mary's Rd., Ealing, London W5 5RQ. 
Answers to queries will normally only be given on these pages, so please don’t send an SAE. 


SCI-FI MAGAZINES 

Dear Sirs, 

I have a collection of assorted “Sci-Fi” 
magazines, thirty-eight in all, of which 
thirty-two are pre-war (1930s) American 
issues — the other six are British editions 
1946/48, all in reasonable condition. 

The purpose of this letter is to ask your 
advice on the possibility of selling these to 
some interested collector — assuming that 
they have some reasonable value. 

As a pensioner, I am parting with these, 
hoping that it will help me with a present 
cash shortage!. 

The names of the magazines are: Amaz¬ 
ing; Astounding; Horror; Marvel; Dynamic; 
Fantastic; Wonder; Unknown Worlds. 

L.F. Gibbs, Essex. 

All these science fiction magazines, Mr. 
Gibbs, are now very collectable — especially 
the pre-war American issues. 

We suggest you advertise them in ‘Book 


& Magazine Collector’, giving full details of 
condition and dates, and either state the 
prices you want, or invite offers. 

We have already covered SF magazines in 
two of our past issues — ‘British Science 
Fiction Magazines in issue 8, and Amazing 
Stories in issue 26. An article on Astound¬ 
ing will be appearing soon. 

MERCER ILLUSTRATIONS 

Dear Editor, 

I wonder if any of the readers of your 
grand magazine could give me any inform¬ 
ation about a children’s book artist of the 
1930s called Joyce Mercer. 

Her illustrations are so beautiful, I would 
like to know something about her. 

G.D. Miller, Lincoln. 

Joyce Mercer (1896-1965) was a distinct¬ 
ive and much-admired artist, versatile in 
several fields: topical cartoons, postcards, 
and illustrations for children’s books. Best 
Continued overleaf 




















Letters continued 

of these are her work for “Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales” (1934) and “Hans Andersen’s Fairy 
Tales” (1935). She is also remembered for 
her very humorous drawings to be found in 
Enid By ton’s “Mister Meddle” series. 

During the Second World War, she was 
heavily involved with the Women’s Volunt¬ 
ary Service, and spent all her time helping 
the bombed-out victims of London dock¬ 
land. This affected her so deeply, she spent 
her last twenty years in solitude near Pen¬ 
rith in the^ake District. 

IMMATURE BOOK! 

Dear Sir, 

Further to your article on Margery All- 
ingham in the October issue of ‘Book & 
Magazine Collector’, readers might be 
interested to know that she herself once 
told me that she felt that her first book 
“Black Kerchief Dick” was very immature, 
as she was so young when it was written, 
and that whenever she found a copy she 
bought it and destroyed it. This may well 
help to account for its scarcity today! 

A.B. Doncaster, Colchester. 

HOODED REVERSAL 

Dear Sir, 

Having purchased recently through your 
excellent columns a 1941 first edition of 
Agatha Christie’s “N. or M.?”, I was inter¬ 
ested to find that the hooded figure of the 
Crime Club was turned to the right, instead 
of the more normal left. Any comment on 
this strange reversal? 

Dr. G.S. Cantle, Selby. 

Can any Christie specialist among our 
readers throw light on this interesting 
phenomenon? 

BOOK VALUATIONS 

Dear Sir, 

I have a modest collection of books 
acquired for interest and not for investment 
purposes. I believe a few of these books may 
have assumed value beyond my interest, 
and if this is the case, I may wish to realise 
their value. 

As an alternative to ‘hawking’ the books 
around book shops in order to obtain an 
idea of value I would prefer to obtain an in¬ 
dependent valuation. Can you please advise 


where I may obtain such advice — if in fact 
such a service is available? 

A. Reader, Guildford. 

The best course of action for either sell¬ 
ing books or getting them valued is: 

,(i) taking a detailed list, giving titles, dates, 
bindings and condition, to the best local 
bookshops (in this case Thomas Thorp 
or Charles Traylen in Guildford); 
or (if you prefer not to deal with book 
shops): 

(ii) take a similar list, or the books them¬ 
selves, to any of the reputable auction 
houses who handle books, e.g. Phillips, 
Christies, or Sothebys, in London if 
there are no local branches in Guildford. 
With auction houses, however, it may be 
advisable to write first! 

CLARKE'S PRINTS 

Dear Sir, 

I was very impressed with the illus¬ 
trations by Harry Clarke in the February 
edition of ‘Book & Magazine Collector’. 
Can you please give me the name of a stock¬ 
ist who would be likely to sell prints of these 
books illustrations? 

E. Davison, London N.10. 

We do not know of any specific stockist 
who sells these prints, Mr Davison, but it was 
recently announced that Clarke’s set of 
illustrations for “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner” may be published in the near 
future, for the first time in book form. 
And Goethe’s “Faust”, with colour plates 
and black & white illustrations by Harry 
Clarke, was reissued by Harrap in paperback 
in 1985, and is still in print. 

AMERICAN ARTIST 

Dear Sir, 

I have a book entitled “In Chimney Corn¬ 
ers” by Seamus McManus, illustrated by 
Pamela Colman Smith, published by 
McClure, Phillips & Co., New York, 1904. 
(1st edition 1899 by Doubleday). 

The eight colour illustrations are very 
striking and original, being similar in style to 
those of Edmund Dulac, yet I have not seen 
any information in any publications about 
this artist. Can you help me, please? 

A. Walton, Halifax. 

Pamela Colman Smith (1878-1951) was 
an American artist who lived in England for 



many years. She illustrated several books, 
including A.E. Waite’s “The Pictorial Key to 
the Tarot’’ and Bram Stoker’s “The Lair of 
the White Worm” (both Rider, 1911). A 
definitive study of her work is currently 
scheduled for publication in New York some 
time in 1987. 

SEYMOUR NOVELS 

Dear Sir, 

I have recently bought a collection of 
nine books by the novelist Beatrice Kean 
Seymour, published by Heinemann from 
1936 to 1951. One book, “Interlude for 
Sally”, a reprint of 1939, is signed by the 
novelist. 

All the books are in good condition, but 
the dust-wrappers are missing. I would be 
grateful if you could give me any inform¬ 
ation about the novelist, and the value of her 
books today. 

D. Bareham, Clacton. 

Beatrice Kean Seymour wrote more than 
twenty novels from 1919 tocher death in 
1955, and also a study of Jane Austen. 
But none of them appear to be particularly 
collectable or sought after today, Mr Bare¬ 
ham. 

Before her marriage to the poet William 
Kean Seymour, Beatrice Stapleton, as she 
then was, worked in the office of Horatio 
Bottomley, creator of ‘John Bull’. 

POP MAGAZINES 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to you at Book And 
Magazine Collector as you are my last 
immediate hope! 

I am a great fan of the Rolling Stones, 
and I am caught in the middle of a seemingly 
endless yet totally fruitless search for a series 
of thirty magazines that were published in 
the mid-Sixties, solely concerning this group. 
I have visited book fairs and suchlike in my 
area for the last eighteen months, to no 
avail! 

A.P. True, Blackburn, Lancs. 

“The Rolling Stones Book” was 
published by Beat Publications between 
June 1964 and December 1966, and did 
indeed run to thirty issues, each one 
containing features about and photographs 
of the pop group. 

The magazine was a big-seller at the time. 


but perhaps because of its somewhat 
ephemeral nature, it is surprisingly difficult 
to find copies in any condition today. 

The most obvious place for you to 
advertise for copies of the magazine would 
be in the ‘Books Wanted’ section of this 
magazine; you’ll find full details of how to 
place an advertisement on page 70. You may 
also be able to find copies on sale in some 
book or record fairs. 

Individual copies of “The Rolling Stones 
Book” in Fine condition now sell for 
between £5 and £10. The final six issues of 
the magazine, published between July and 
December 1966, are by far the rarest and 
most valuable items in the series. 

COLLECTABLE PRIZEWINNER 

Dear Sir, 

The recent success of Kingsley Amis in 
winning the Booker Prize with his most 
recent novel, “The Old Devils”, has 
prompted me to unearth some of his earlier 
volumes from the darker recesses of my 
bookshelves! 

Are you considering an article on Amis 
in Book And Magazine Collector, and can 
you tell me what value there is in first 
editions of his novels? Also, are any of his 
other works — poetry, essays, etc." — worth 
collecting? 

Christopher Lewis, London NW3. 

Amis’s success in this year’s competition 
for the prestigious Booker Prize will 
certainly do nothing to harm his standing in 
the book collecting world. The simple 
answer to your questions is that we will 
certainly consider a feature on Amis in the 
near future, and that there are many collect¬ 
able titles in the Amis canon. At the 
moment, many of his first editions can be 
picked up at comparatively low prices, 
though this is a situation which does seem to 
be changing. However, a first of Amis’s 
debut as a novelist, “Lucky Jim” (1954), 
could sell for anything up to £150 and 
several of his later novels are also much 
sought-after. 

Although his verse is less well-known 
than his fiction, Amis’s work as a poet has 
also produced many collectable editions, 
particularly “Bright November” (1947) and 
“A Frame Of Mind” (1953). His non-fiction 
work, however, sells for rather lower prices. 
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BLUES AND GRAYS 

For sale: USA editions of American Civil War 
books. S&E for full list. Mr S. Hill, 133 Ringmer 
fid., Brighton, Sussex BN1 9JA. 

WANTED: W.E. JOHNS 

Best prices paid for W.E. Johns items, thrillers, 
romances, Biggies, juvenile fiction, non-fiction, 
etc. Please offer anything for best prices. Stacey, 
17 Columbia Close, Selston, Notts. 0773-812129. 

BAEDEKERS WANTED DESPERATELY 

Madeira/English, Egypt 1902 with Suppl., Athens, 
Manual of Russian Languages, Lower Egypt 
1885 with Suppl., United States 1904 with Suppl., 
Stuttgart/English, Berlin/French. Baldo Podic, 
c/o Symes, Malvern, Watcombe Heights Road, 
Torquay, Devon. Tel. (0803) 37214. 

MANGLES & WRINGERS 

Anything wanted, especially books, brochures 
catalogues, operating instructions of early 
models thru’ 1930. 

THE MANGLE MUSEUM 

54 Front Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN2 5LJ. Tel. (0892) 26705. _ 

ORNITHOLOGY 

Ornithology specialist requires Bird Books of all 
periods. British or foreign, regional studies, colour 
plates, monographs, eggs, nests and all aspects 
of Ornithology. Crack Books, Sawmill Cottages, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale, Carnforth, Lancs. LA6 3JJ. 
Tel. (0468) 61244. 

WANTED: 

Great Western Railway and Cunard wooden 
jigsaws, also postcards of railway stations, trams, 
accidents, delivery vehicles, and coloured advert 
postcards. Woodberry, 104 Risca fid., Rogerstone, 
Gwent. Tel. (0633) 612614. 

THE RIDER AND DRIVER 

Wanted, volumes from 1900-1909. F. Troake, Rull 
Farm, Worlington, Crediton, Devon EX17 4TG. 

RUPERT & RUSSELL FLINT BOOKS 

Rupert Annuals — early issues wanted in very 
good condition, also Rupert Adventure Series. 
Books by or about Russell Flint wanted, also 
etchings by Flint. State price to: Edward Cole, 
125 Broadway, Cullercoats, North Shields, 
Northumberland NE30 3SZ. 

W.E. JOHNS — Excellent prices paid. Firsts and 
early editions in dustwrappers. Hamilton, Newnes, 
Oxfords. Firsts only Hodder and Brock hampton. 
Johns in any periodical Modern Boy, Flying, 


BRADSTOWE BOOKS 

Wanted: SMUGGLERS & SMUGGLING 
books, maps, prints, sea charts. Private 
premises. Postal business only. M.R. Anselmi, 
49 King Edward Ave., Broadstairs, Kent 


ENTENDU — A Beginners Guide to French by L. 
Gurney Bishop, M.A. Oxon. A comprehensive 
manual of the French language, to university level. 
A5 size. Laminated semi stiff cover. £5.95 + 50p 
P&P. Refundable. Free P&P on 10 copies or more. 
Published by Europa Language Services, 33 Mount 
Avenue, Stone, Staffordshire ST15 8HU. 

BROWSING IS A PLEASURE 

but searching for particular books can be time 
consuming and costly. Our booksearch service is 
free and without obligation. Simply send us details 
of your requirements. Fireside Books, Bell House, 
Arddleen, Llanymynech, Powys SY22 6RS. 

BILLIARDS & SNOOKER 

Early Billiards books wanted in good condition. 
Please contact: R. Johnstone, 129 Napier Street, 
Nelson, Lancs. BB9 ORB. Tel. (0282) 693870. 

CHESS AND DRAUGHTS 

Books, magazines, bulletins and ephemera in 
any language wanted. Please offer to: Barrie 
Ellen, 262 London fid., Westcliff, Essex. 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS BY 
MONICA MARSDEN WANTED 

Also bound volumes of ‘The Scout’ and ‘The 
Guide’, pre-1956 only, and copies of girl’s comic 
‘Sandie’ (1970s). Len Hayter, 11B Victoria Close, 
Liverpool LI 7 ODY. 

MAGIC BEANO BOOKS 1940-45 WANTED. 

Private collector offers good prices. Hayes, 23 
Padstow Road, Wirral, Merseyside L49 3QA. Tel. 
(051) 678 2611. 

100+ SONG SHEETS mainly 40s to 60s, artists’ 
cover photos, e.g. Doonican Cogan, Como, Roza, 
Lulu, others. Also Crosby album (photos) c.1940. 
6 Albert Road, Dover, Kent. Or Tel. (0304) 
201477. 

WANTED 

'Jack London’ by Charmian London, 2 vols. Mills 
and Boon. Odd vols. acceptable. Seymour Street, 
22 Embleford Crescent, Moretonhampstead, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 8LW. Tel. (0647) 
40876. 

VINTAGE GLAMOUR 

Books, magazines, photographs, films and 
slides. Early 1970s and before. Bought, sold 
and exchanged. Send SAE for current cata¬ 
logues. BSP, 93 Nunnery Lane, York Y02 
1AH. Callers by appointment. Tel. 24901. 

P.G. WODEHOUSE 

Jasen’s 'Wodehouse Bibliography’ is at last now 
available again in a 2nd revised edition. Mint copies 
£25 (send £26.50 inc. P&P). Greenhill Books, C/O 
SPA Books Ltd., Business & Technology Centre, 
Bessemer Drive, Stevenage, Herts. SGI 2DX. 

WIRRAL 

Squirrels Bookshop, The Cross, Neston, S. Wirral. 
General stock, wide range subjects: Children’s, 
Natural History, Travel, Cookery, Needlework, 1st 


GRIMMS FAIRY TALES 

1909 illustrated by Arthur Rackham, any coh- 
dition. Good price paid. Mrs. S. Stringer, 36 
Featherslon Drive, Burbage, Hinckley, Leics. 

SCOTLAND 

BOOKS, MAPS AND PRINTS 

Permanently wanted — good quality Scottish 
material especially town, parish and county hist¬ 
ories, steel engravings (either loose or in ‘breaking’ 
copies), maps pre-1850. Benny Gillies, 31 Victoria 
Street, Kirkpatrick Durham, Castle Douglas, Kirk¬ 
cudbrightshire DG 7 3HQ. 

PHOENIX BOOKMARKET, Mansion, Roundhay 
Park, Leeds. Sunday 10am 30th November. Tel. 
(0532) 667183. 
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PAPERBACK BOOKSEARCH 

Many in stock including Penguin lst’s, Western, 
Science Fiction, Thriller etc. Send wants list with 
SAE to: D.J. Mitchell, Huntleys Lodge, Culverden 
Down, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9SG. Or Tel. 
(0892) 40956 after 7pm. 

BOOKFINDING SERVICE 

Rare and out-of-print books found, with no 
obligation. Send SAE with enquiries: R. Newbold, 
24 Newton Road, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 5AA. 

T.P. BOOKSEARCH 

Let us find the books you’re looking for. Send 
details, single item or list & SAE to: T.P. Book 
search, 7 King Edwards Road, Ponders End, 
Enfield, Middx. 

NORTHWICH BOOK FAIR 

Northwich & District Society of Arts Book-Fair. 
Northwich Memorial Hall, Cheshire, 29 th 
November 1986 10am-5pm. Free parking. Bar & 
snacks available. Details: Tel. Arley (056 585) 332. 
“SIXTIES” MONTHLY POP MAGAZINE with 
articles on many popular artistes. Each issue 60p 
plus stamp. Paul Anthony Lynch. 35 Sperrin View, 
Magherafelt, County Derry, Northern Ireland BT45 
6DH. 

SHACKLETON COLLECTION. Newspapers, 
magazines. 1900 to 1927 on life of explorer. Very 
interesting. Tony Langley, 38 Charleville Road, 
W. Kensington, London W14. 

GOLF - GOLF - GOLF 

Wanted: books, any Golfing items. STC to: P.R. 
Bowden, Just Golf, 36 Lower Queens Road, 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 6DN. Tel. (01) 505 
1974. 

NEW BOOKS AT BARGAIN PRICES 

A regular listing of new books at greatly 
reduced prices. Most subjects, interests and 
themes available from time to time. Send 
36p (2 stamps) for a copy, or £1 cash/cheque 
for next four issues. Chevet Books, 4 Vicarage 
Street, Wakefield, West Yorks. WF1 5P Y. 

FOR SALE 

Dr. Who annuals and weekly mags. (various) incl. 
1966 (Hartnell), 1970 (Troughton/Zoe). 2000,AD 
comics and annuals 1983-86. Gramophone, Prac¬ 
tical Boat Owner and Opera mags. Please send SAE 
for full list. Miss L. Jones, 209 Brantingham Road, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester M21 ITT. 

THE MOVIE 

Thirteen volumes. Mint condition. Offers to: Sue 
Longworth, 50 Coxton Road, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester M22 6FA. 

RIDER HAGGARD, HEYER, STOKER, Sabatini, 
Farnol, Orczy, Henty. SAE separate lists (specify 
please). Haggard Appreciation Society — SAE 
details. R. Allen, 27 Deneholm, Monkseaton, 
Whitley Bay NE25 9AU. 

CRICKET 

yearbooks + prints for sale. Send’34p in stamps for 
catalogue to Peter E. Clinton, The Tudors, Lake¬ 
side, Littleborough, Lancs. OL15 ODD. I am 
always interested in buying collections large or 
small. Please write giving details. Tel. (0706) 
74379. 

ENID BLYTON’S TREASURY WANTED 

Evans for Boots 1947. Dustwrapper not essential. 
Write to: Patrick Oldfield, 85 Huntsmans Walk, 
York Y02 3JU. 

ENTRIES INVITED FOR 
POSTAL BOOK AUCTION 

Deadline 20th December. W.H.Y.? Send for 
catalogue & details to: J. LEE (Books), 
FREEPOST, PO Box 42, Yeovil, Somerset 


WEST COUNTRY TOPOGRAPHY 

Bristol, Glos., Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, Dorset 
and Wilts. Books, Guides, Directories, Ephemera, 
Maps and Plans. Patterson & Liddle, 2c Chandos 
Rd„ Redland, Bristol BS6 6PE. Bristol 731205. 

BOOK VALUATION SERVICE 

Your books professionally valued, £1.00 per title. 
State author, publisher and date of publication 


CALLING ALL BOOK COLLECTORS 

Would you like to turn your hobby into a 
profitable, home based business? Our 
latest guide to PROFITABLE BOOK 
COLLECTING will tell you how. Sales of 
second-hand books are booming and 
opportunities to enter the market have rarely 
been better. Set up to use only the time you 
are able to spare, a business in books can 
supply extra cash for whatever purpose you 
wish, including the enhancement of your own 
collection. Written to appeal to both the 
novice and the established collector, there are 
chapters on all aspects of buying, selling and 
collecting books for profit. Getting Started, 
Working From Home, Business Know-How, 
Advertising, What to Charge, First Editions 
and Book Care and Repair are just a few of 
the features covered. Profitable Book Collect¬ 
ing offers all of this and more, at a sensible 
post free price of just £4.50. CWO from: 
BENET BOOKS, Sturmer, Haverhill, Suffolk. 

FIRST C. DARWIN 

or very early in green pub. cloth. Also Roworth's 
Good Ploughing. Books on cattle and sheep. Novels 
by Sarah Orne Jewett, Willa Cather and Mary 
Wi/fems Freejnan^Davies, Honeyfields, Ashbourne, 

WANTED 

Sci-Fi videos — 1 The Prisoner (complete TV Series), 
Metropolis (the film), Fantastic Planet (animated 
film), Lost in Space (TV Series). I am interested in 
all Sci-Fi films and TV Series. Must be on VHS. 
G. Lee, 237 Robin Hoed Lane, Bluebell Hill, 
Chatham, Kent ME5 9QU. 

RUPERT ANNUALS — 1966, 1967 G, paintings 
done. £3.25 each, post free. £6 pair. CWO. SAE for 
full annuals list: TV, others from 50s onwards. Mr. 
K.A. McCaughtrie, Flat 3, 8 Liphook Road 


ELY BOOK FAIR 

Centre of Cathedral City of Ely 
HEREWARD HALL, NEWNHAM ST. 
13th DECEMBER 10am-5pm 
Enquiries: (0353) 2962 

MERVYN PEAKE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

NOW IN ACTIVE PREPARATION. Would any 
readers having unrecorded information about any 
aspect of Peake's published or projected works, or 
personal knowledge of his career, please be kind 
enough to get in touch with me. Any original 
material sent will be carefully copied and returned 
by registered post. L.J. SKLAROFF, Craiglea, 
The Broadway, Totland, Isle Of Wight P039 OBW. 
Tel. (0983) 753968/754960. 

UTILITARIAN FOLDING BOOKCASES 

P.B.F.A. approved, 37" x 27” sc 11". Beech, three 
shelves, light, mobile, stackable. £45 pair, free de¬ 
livery, seven days. Collected only price: Beech 
£18.95, Polished (Mahogany) £23.50, Pine £26.50. 
Bunches, 4 Wrenwood, Welwyn Garden City, 
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Ephemera Small Ads 


HAMMER FILM MATERIAL 
FOR SALE 

’or lists. P. Shaw, 17 Devonshire 






























NEEDLEWORK BOOKS 

Permanently required — books and magazines on 
embroidery, lace, crochet, knitting, decorative 
textiles, etc. State condition. J. Mansfield, 60A 
Dornton Rd., London SW12 9NE. 

JOHN TROTTER BOOKS 

buys books on Insect, Herbals, Natural History, 
Travel Guides, Near & Middle East, Arabia & 
Islam, Judaica & Hebraica, Old Testament Theo¬ 
logy, Illustrated Books pre-1900, Fortean Liter¬ 
ature, Stereo Cards & Viewers, also Maps, Prints 
& Photographic on above subjects. John Trotter, 
11 Laurel Way, London N20. Tel. 01-445 4293. 


BOOKS AND BOOKFINDING 

Wants lists welcome. Personal bookfinding 
service. No search fees or obligation. Mrs. 
Victoria Horley, 57 Parkway, Dorking, 
Surrey RH4 1ET. Tel. (0306) 886119. _ 


LESLIE CHARTERIS FOR SALE 

Send SAE for list. 27 items. Many firsts. White, 
31 Shawcross House, Preston Rd., Brighton, 

BEATLES AUTOGRAPHED BOOKS 

Beatles signed books, magazines and hand-written 
letters urgently wanted by private collector. 
Please send photocopies of what you have and the 
price you would like. Des Lowther, 51 Castle Rd., 
Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 6NE. 

NEW BOOKSHOP 

We specialise in sporting books (golf, cricket, 
fishing, football, etc.), antiques (porcelain, glass, 
lace, etc.), plus general books. D. Suttling & 
B. Wheeler, The Georgian Village, 100 Wood St., 
London E17. (01) 621 1075/889 1199/506 

5676. Open Friday and Saturday and also by 


AVIATION 

Permanent wants - Squadron Histories, 
Janes Aircraft, Aircrew Log Books, Firm’s 
Catalogues, Airframe and Engine Manuals, 
Autobiographies, pre-1939 Magazines, etc. 
Send SAE for comprehensive ' Wants’ list. 
Wg. Cdr. F. Prince, RAF Rtd., Apple Tree 
Cottage, Moorside, Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset DTI 0 1HJ. Tel. (0258) 820278. 


MODERN & FIRST EDITIONS 

of all sorts for sale. Collections purchased. Lists. 
Claire Tudor, PO Box 69, Ilford, Essex IG1 2SP. 

MILITARY HISTORY 

Collections or single items always wanted. Smith, 
38 Main Rd., Norton, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 4TL. 

WANTED: 

‘Birket Foster’, Cundall (A&C Black), presentation 
copy; and Trollope ‘The Way We Live Now’ 
(World’s Classics). Phone 01-675 0893 (evenings 
or weekends). 

FREE BOOKFINDING SERVICE. Your require¬ 
ments plus SAE to: Kath Kitchen, 11 Whirley 
Close, Middlewich, Cheshire. 

GARDENING BOOK WANTED 

'Indoor Plants’, Marks & Spencer publication, 
1985. Also any other books and magazines 
featuring Hannah Gordon. Edward Fuller, 8 Lady- 
wood Ave., Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent BR5 1QJ 


WANTED: CHILDREN’S 
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 
BY CORNELIUS DEWITT 

wanted, especially “The History of 
— — ,.d’’ by Jane Werner Watson, pub. by 
The Daily Mirror (1956) and "The Golden 
Encyclopaedia’’ by Dorothy A. Bennett, 
published by Aaprint Limited (approx. 
1950). Contact: Mr M. Handford, ‘Surrey 
Cottage’. Heath Ridge Green, Cobham, 
Surrey KT11 2QL. 




FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

and Handbooks wanted, especially ARSENAL 
SPURS and WEST HAM. Tel. (01) 952 0122. 


VISIT WEST RIDING BOOKS 
12 THE PIECE HALL, HALIFAX 
15,000 books in stock (and 20,000 books in 
reserve), especially Literature and Travel. Open 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 10.45am-4.30pm. 
Additionally other Bookshops/Collectors' Shops 
in the Piece Hall, Halifax, West Yorkshire. 

BOOKS ON GREEK/RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
Church wanted, also on Ikons, Theology and 
related subjects. Bond, 64 Prebend Gardens, 
London W6. 

HELP! 

Books taking over spare room! Long list of 
Annuals (Sport, Film, Pop, Spin-Offs, Who, Ander¬ 
son), School Stories, Children’s Authors, Cricket, 
Miscellaneous. Prices from cheap to very cheap. 
SAE to: J. Young, ‘Sarum’, Brenchley Rd., 
Matfield, Tonbridge, llent. 

GOLF BOOKS & GOLFIANA 

GOLF books, ephemera and all related golf items 
wanted. Baddiel, 43 Kendal Rd., London NW10 
1JG. Tel. (01) 452 7 243 or (01) 468 1239. 


TWO RUPERT ANNUALS WANTED 

Must be VG condition. Top prices paid. 
1940 (first story ‘Uncle Bruno’); 1942 (first 

S 14 r Linc 


TOP PRICES PAID 

by return post for 1st editions of most Detective/ 
Mystery books. Special wants: A. Christie (pre- 
1950 only), R,A, Freeman, Van Gulik, J.D. Carr, 
C. Woolrich, A. Upfield, A. Berkeley, Sax Rohmer, 
C. Dexter, etc., etc. J. Lay, 24 Grampian Gardens, 
London NW2 1JG. Tel. (01) 455 3069. 

FOR SALE ‘HISTORY’ 

Historical Association thrice-yearly publication, 
October 1949 to June 1986 complete. Offers to 
Oxford 60126. 

MOUNTAINEERING/TRAVEL 

Please offer all, modern or old. British, Alpine/ 
Mont Blanc, etc., Himalayan and Central Asian 
Travel; Journals, Guides, Novels, etc. JARVIS 


ELUSIVE BOOKS? 

DON’T BE FOILED! 

Any book sourced and posted anywhere. 
We specialise in searching for out-of-print 
titles. Please specify author/titles, with SAE 
for quotation when found. No obligations. 
Postal only. Mr Pickwick of Towcester, 
Shutlanger, Northamptonshire NN12 7RR, 
England. 


SHEET MUSIC 

Try me for any elusive titles — Pop, Classical, 
Choral, scores, etc. Keep my ad — it may be 
useful later. ‘Wants’ lists welcomed. Mrs J.M. 
Billington, 53 Sheephill Lane, New Longton, 
Preston, Lancs. PR4 4YN. Tel. 0772-613729. 

GUNMAKERS’ CATALOGUES 

Always required — please quote. Also anything 
on Shotguns, Shooting, Gundogs and Poaching. 
Payment in £ sterling. Gunnerman Books, PO 
Box 4292, Auburn Hills, MI 48057, USA. 

AMERICAN COMICS 

for e fuU list. 80BC C Comics, iu . 

Hornchurch, Essex RM11 3QP. 

WANTED: UTTLEY ‘HIGH MEADOWS’, and 
John S. GOODALL ‘Above & Below Stairs’ + 
‘Victorians Abroad’. Write to: Barron Wright, 
18 Northfields, Bourne, Lines. PE18 9DB. 
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SMALL AD ORDER FORM 

The closing date for the FEBRUARY issue is 16 DECEMBER 








































HOW TO ADVERTISE 

IN THE 

BOOK LISTINGS SECTION 

STANDARD RATE (listings of 1 to 24 lines).50p PER LINE 

DISCOUNT RATE 'A' (listings of 25 to 39 lines) . . 45p PER LINE 

DISCOUNT RATE 'B' (listings over 40 lines).40p PER LINE 

OPEll CHEQUES: If you are unsure of the correct rate for your listing, please send us an open 
cheque with a stated top limit. Calculate an amount above the maximum possible cost of the 
listing (e.g. £10 if you think the list will make less than 20 lines) and write 'not to exceed £10' 
clearly at the top of your cheque. We will fill in the correct amount. 

To advertise in either the BOOKS FOR SALE or BOOKS WANTED sections: 

Type or print clearly your name and address, together with any additional information 
which you want to appear at the head of your listing, and your list of books. Items in 
the BOOKS FOR SALE section should be listed with their condition (M, F, VG, G or 
P; see the inside back cover for full details) and the price which you are asking for the 
item. Items in the BOOKS WANTED section should be listed either as ‘STC’ (State 
Total Cost — asking the replier to suggest his own price for the book, including 
postage) or ‘WP’ (Will Pay) with a stated price which you are willing to pay for the 
item in question. Please use standard abbreviations wherever possible (see opposite 
page) and indicate which part of the description you wish to appear in capitals. If you 
are uncertain how to lay out your listing, follow the example of the Sales lists on the 
opposite page, or the Wants lists towards the back of the magazine. 

COST OF ADVERTISEMENTS: Each line of a Listing is charged at 50p per line 
(Standard Rate), or 45p/40p if the length of the Listing qualifies for either Discount 
Rate 'A' or Discount Rate 'B' as explained above. Your name and address are listed 
FREE OF CHARGE if you book 10 or more lines. 

Send all advertising orders with pre-payment to: 

THE PRODUCTION MANAGER, BOOK AND MAGAZINE COLLECTOR, 
43/45 ST. MARY'S ROAD, EALING, LONDON W5 5RQ, ENGLAND 

COPY DATE: all advertisements for the JANUARY issue must reach us by midday 
on 20th NOVEMBER. Adverts for the February issue must arrive by 16th December. 

All Advertisements must be pre paid 

Advertisers living in the U.K. should send crossed cheques or Postal Orders, made 
payable to DIAMOND PUBLISHING GROUP LTD. Overseas advertisers may pay by 
cheque, International Money Order or local currency (provided that all cash is sent by 
REGISTERED MAIL). Receipts are not issued unless requested. 






































SALE 

Write to: RICKCORD BOOKS, 2 
MILTON KEYNES, MK14 5HS. C 


HUNTSMAN GROVE, BLAKELANDS, 


LAWRENCE T.E, Seven Pillars Of Wise 
LEASK G, Sir William Robertson (CIGS 
OMAN C, Nelson (Reprint Soc. '50 illus 
REED D, Least We Regret (Cape 2nd Ir 
REED D, Insanity Fair (Cape 55th imp. 
WINGFIELD-STRATFORD, Foundatior 


lorn (Cape 7 


SALE 


V. MORGAN, 81 FLORA GARDENS, DALLING R 


3 BRITISH SCHOOL BUILDINGS Designs & Appraisals 1944-74 
T FANTASTIC FREAKS, Mike Parker (1st 


1 THE WORLD'S MOS 
1983 inscription) V<_ 
l READING IN THE MODERN INFANTS SCHOOL, N< 


; 7 Airship Development, \ 


1 JANE'S POCKET BC 
i TEN MODERN PLAYS, J< 

creased small) G 3.0C 

) THE FOLLIES OF KING EDWARD VII, A. Andrews (1st 1975 

> IAN FLEMING, O.H.M.S.S. (1st 1943 no d/w) VG 2.0( 

' THEATRE SOUVENIR BROCHURES, mostly London Palladium 

* ’ " " s Davis, Dorothy Squires, Marlene Dietrich, 


SALE 


I ICART, S. Michael Schnessel (1st 1974 d/w torn) F 

> MULLA NASRUDIN, Idries Shah (1st 1944 illus Richard Will 

i DANCING IN PETERSBURG, H.S.H. Princess Romanovsky 

[ SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE HUMAN FEMALE, Kinsey Pon 
Martin Gebhard (1st 1953) VG 

j THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MENTAL HEALTH, 4 Vols. (2nd pr 
USA 1943) F 

i DORLANDS ILLUS. MEDICAL DICTIONARY, (25th edn 197- 

T THE WORLD OF CHILDREN, Stuart Miall (Caxton 4 vols. 2nc 

J ISABEL ALLENDE, The House of Spirits (1985 inscrip, d/w) F 

> PETER ACKROYD, T.S. Eliot (1985 d/w) M 

10 CHRISTOPHER LEOPOLD, Blood & Guts is Going Nuts (1st 
1974 d/w) F 

II PHIL STONG, Positive Pete (illus Kurt Wiese USA 1st ‘47) VC 

12 RICHARD ADAMS, The Tyger Voyage (illus Nicola Bayley 
inscription) VG 

13 SIR PERCY FITZPATRICK, Jock of the Bushveld (1974 illus 
E. Caldwell d/w inscription) F 

14 CLASSIC CRICKET CARDS, 140 Cigarette Cards (1st 1981 

15 DINOSAURS, A Pop-Up Book (illus Dot & Sy Barlowe 1978 
inscription) F 

14 LOTHER MEGGENDORFER’S International Circus (repro- 

17 THE VANDA ALBUM, No. 4 (1985) VG 

18 LION MAGAZINE FOR SERVICE MINDED MEN, USA 1952-15 

19 THE CITY YEST^RDAY/TODAY & TOMORROW, (1st 1974 
E. Jones and E. Van Zandt) VG 

!0 WE ARE AMUSED, Cartoonists View of Royalty (foreword by 

11 THE COMPLETE FRITZ THE CAT, R. Crumb (USA adults 
only, 1978) VG 

■2 CARLOAD O'COMICS, R. Crumb (USA adults only 1974 spine 

13 SELF MASTERY & FATE WITH THE CYCLES OF LIFE, H.S. 
Lewis (USA 1954 Grand Lodge of Amorc) G 

14 UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND CONSTITUTIONS, 1 
VG; 1924 G 

:5 BODYBUILDING & SELF DEFENCE, Myles Callum (1st 1949 


IE PUBLIC SPEAKERS TREASURE CF 


HE SAILING SHIPS OF GREAT BRITAIN, W. 


7 HOW TO MAKE GOOD MOVIES, E 

8 METALS IN THE MODERN WORLD, Ed 

9 RURAL ARCHAEOLOGY, P.F. Fowler 
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Advertising Inserts; 


SALE 


. FISHER, 83 WINDERMERE ROAD, NOCTORUM, 
BIRKENHEAD, MERSEYSIDE, L43 9RE. CWO. P&P 50p per bo 
UK. SAE in case sold. Inscrips. & minor blemishes ignored. 
BALCHIN N, The Fall Of The Sparrow (1st with Bk.Soc., 

'55, dw G) VG 
'B.B.', The Wayfaring Ti 





ARMFELT N 
ARMSTRONG A, My Friend Se 
ARMSTRONG A, Cottage Into 


ARMSTRONG A, 0 


. . ... =) VG/F 
1, ’41) VG/F 
(rep. '36) VG/F 


BOWEN M, 4, All G/VG (fxg.j Defender Of The F 
And The King/Passion Flower (1)/Nell Gwynn 
CONAN DOYLE A, Rodney Stone (illus. New edn 


CROMPTON Richmal, Li 
FEIBLEMAN P S, The Coiumbus ire. 
GALSWORTHY J, Swan Song (1, '28, 
ncis, Barbary Kate (1, '64, 

\ Charity Girl (1, '70, dw 


HUGHES R, A Hi^h Wind In 
JENKINS E, The Tortoise Ai 


KIPLING R, The Jungle Book (rep. 1 
LANDON C, A Flag In The City (1, 
LANE Margaret, Day Of The Feast 


9 ,. blue cl.gilt.fxg.) V< 


NICHOLSON H, Hei 
OXENHAM J, My L 

TAFFRAIL, Toby SI 
















to illus., elementary principles, physical knowledge by i 
Lt°VG, 332p‘pT S '' ' 6 86 

























SPORTING RHAPSODY, Hylton Cl< 

11 IE WONDERS' OF YORKSHIRE,’ N 
16pp photos, cold, frontis & over 100 drawings & 


I HE GOLDEN TREASURY, F.T. Palgrave (8 col. illus 
Collins n/d) 

OEMS OF ENGLISH POETRY, selected R.A.S. Rankit 
suede cvr) G/VG 

LYRA ANGLIC AN A, Hymns & Sacred Songs, Rev. R. 
(1863, green cl. gilt dec. si wrn, no ffep) G/VG 

SALE 

Write to: MM BOOKS, 9 FRANK DIXON WAY, L 

BARLOW J, The Patriots (H.H. ‘60. 1st dw) VGA 
BELLOC Zita, The Bird F< 


(OUP 1st ‘42)G/VG 4.0 



dw) VGAG 
PERTWEE R, F. 

Edn.' '36, dw) GAG 
SPARKE M, Girls Of Slender Means (Macmi; 

SPARKE M, The Mandelb ~ ' .. 

THIRKELL A (finished b> 

& Ten (H/H '61, dw) F/F 
WILDER T, Fruit Of The Poppy (W.H. 


SALE 


Non-Fiction: Sport: Outdoors: Films: Theatre: Music: C 
E.H.D.SEWELL, Well Hit! Sir (S.Paul 1st 1?46) _ vG ' 
LT.COL.G.FRENCH, Corner Stone of Enalish Cricket (1 




all Club (d/w J 


, bk) VG 
BOLAN Marc, The Warlock Of Love (Is 
BRERETON Cpt., I.. ‘ 


CLARK/SCOVELL, Everything 
a!g.MOYES, A Century of Cric! 

J.HOLLAND, Spurs: History of F_ ... 

D.SIGNY, Pictorial History of Soccer (d/w 2nd edn 1970) 

A. LUNN, Ski-ing for Beginners (Methuen 4th edn 1930) VG 
MARSHALL-HARDY, Angling Ways (Jenkins 4th edn 1948) C 
P.ANSON, Fishermen & Fishing Ways (d/w Harrap 1st 1932) 

B. VENABLES, Guide to Angling Waters S.BEngland(1st 1954) 

J.SPOTTISWOODE, Moorland Gamekeeper (d/w 1st 1977) F .... . 

G.SMITH,Ferreting& Trapping for Amateur Gamekeepers(d/w'79)VG 3.50 
G.SMITH,Ratting & Rabbiting for Amateur G'keepers(d/w 1st ~ ~ 1 

CAMPBELL/WENTWORTH-DAY,Life of Sir H.Seagrave(n/d) 

CAPT.RANDELL, I'm Alone (sgnd present'n copy Cape 1st '30) G 12.50 
FRANK'S BOOK OF TELESCOPE (1st 1958) VG ‘ 

J.JARCHE,People I Have Shot(photography Methuen 1: 

J.CURRAN, Trango (Mountain), Nameless Tower(d/w 
SIR G.DRAKE, English Circus & Fairground (d/w 1st ‘ 

G.SPEAIGHT, History of the Circus (d/w sgnd 1st 1980] 

R.GUNNIS, Dictionary of Brit Sculptors(d/w new rev e< 

FLYING SAUCER REVIEW MAGS 1969-80 51 issues 
WATERWAYS WORLD MAGS BOUND VOLS 1976 <3, 19; 

FILMS OF SOPHIA LOREN, T.' 
ii a rwi ^'MONROE, Let' “ 

R LIBRARY-Q 1 

Hardy Kruger F 4.50; Audie Murphy* 

MORGOT FONTEYN, Autobiography (d/w 1st 1975) F 
MARKOVA, Her Life &Art by Anton Dolin (sgnd by bol 


D.E.POHREN, The A 


HE GRAMOPHONE JUBILEE BOOK 19 
5.BEARE, Illustrations of W.Heath Robi 
'.TERESA, My Life in the Mafia (d/v 


SALE 


P.E. SEARLE, 108 BOXALLS L, 
(HANTS. GU11 3QG. Tel: Aldershot 31187. 


BUMPUS T.F., The Cathedrals Of England & Wales (1934 i 
“ Sir A., Battle Of The Seas F'ting Mer'ntmen (Rep. 
& JAMES, Wavy Navy By Some Who Served (Rep. T 


& LANGLEY, M19 Escape & Evasion 1939-45 (1st 1979 d/w VG) 
VG-F 5 

ertising (1st 1956 illus 2 pgs sl.trn. hair style 


SALE 


BRENT-DYER and DORITA FAIRLIE BRUCE also BESSIE MARCH> 
CROMPTON R., The William Books and quite a lot in d/w 
PERCY F., Westerman and G.A.HENTY some excellent eds. 
"•RANK RICHARDS, CASSELL, BUNTERS, HOWARD-BAKER 
MAGNET Vols. etc 

ANNUALS, FILM FUN, RADIO FUN, GIRL, EAGLE, TOPPER, 


SALE 


E BIRCHES, CODICOTE, N 


BOGARDE D, A Gent 
BURGESS A, The Clo< 
DEIGHTON L, SS-GB 
DEIGHTON L, Only When I Larf 
DOCTOROW E.L, Ragtime G 
DURRELL L, Mountolive (US 1st 
FLEMING I, The Man with the 
FLEMING I, You Only Live Twic 
FORSYTH F, The Dogs of War ( 
GARDNER J, For Special Servia 
GOLDING W, Darkness Visible F 

HAWKEY R, Side-Effect VG 
HIGGINS J, Touch the Devil M 
LOVESEY P, A Case of Spirits 
LOVESEY P, Waxwork M 
MURDOCH I, Bruno's Dream (P 

SALE 5 ”. 


F 


T McGINN, HILL C 


LANE, GOLCAR, 


LAWRENCE D H, Fantasia Of Uncon 
MATSUSHITA, Contest Judo (1st, '61 
**** "AIR LADY, Play Adapted By A 
MAN,MYTH & MAGIC, Volumes I And 


8°8 888 8 88888 












SALE 

Write to: D. BOYLIN, 21 HARGER COUR KENILWORTH CV8 1HJ 
Tel: Kenilworth 56186. Phone to reserve before writing. Postage 
extra. Not at home Monday & Tuesday. 















































SALE 


18 HAYWARD R 




LAWRENCE D.H., Augustan Poetry (Benn 2nd 1931) VG 
LAWRENCE D.H., Ship of Death & other poems (wrtng.fr.ep 
d/w fad & sl.trn. Fab & Fab 2nd 1941) VG 
MAO TSETUNG, Poems (Peking 1st'76.1n English d/w) M 
WALTER DE LA MARE, The Listeners (2ns 1914 wrtng.fr. 
ep.sp.fad. o/w VG) 

ROGER L SIMON, Peking Duck (1st 79 d/w) F 
PITMANS ENGLISH & SHORTHAND DICT. (sp.sl.fad p/w VG) 
B.BURN, The Science of Table Tennis (d/w 1st 79) F 
MANUAL OF MAP & PHOTO READING & SKETCHING ('29)VG 
HENRY MILLER, Tropic of Cancer (BC 1982 d/w) M 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER - The Man <5. His Mind by G.Seaver 
(d/w grubby 2nd '48 few pps.orsd at top o/w VG) 

FAIRY TALES by Karl Capek(1st'33 wrng.fr.ep.cvrs.sl.fad.o/w VG) 
WALTER DE LA j^ARE, Best Stories (F&F 2nd '42 d/w) G 

MOTOR MANUAL (c1916 19th ed. G but comp) ’ 

BAGLEY D., The Enemy (Collins 1st 77 d/w sl.trn.o/w) F 
BAGLEY D., Night of Error (BC 1984 d/w) M 
THE WRITERS & ARTISTS YEAR BK. 1971 (d/w si.fad o/w VG) 
NOYES A, Shadows pn the Downs (d/w tatty wrtng.fr.ep. o/w)VG 
HERBALREMEDIES& RECIPES, Mary T Quelch (F&F 1st'45 d/w 


GAMBLERS HANDBOOK 11 
SLAUGHTER F.G., Count 
NICHOLS BEV., Laughter 

EL WES R., First Poems ( 
FREEMASONRY-The Unlo 


DOCTOR^WHO MONSTER BOOK 
PICCOLO, Making “ “ . 


G STORIES 4 in 1(BC '7* 


i 77) V< 


. , .fad.o/w VG) 

BENTLEY'S MISCELLANY, Jan & June 1853, 2 diff 1854(4)each 
WATERHOUSE K., Billy Liar (Pen p/b 76) G 
JONES J., Some Came Running 8Collins '59 d/w sl.trn. o/w F) 
PICTORIAL ENC. OF INSECTS, V.J.Stanek (1st '69 d/w) F 
CHURCHILL W.S., Painting as a Pastime(1st '48 d/w tm.wrtng. 


KING'S VISIT 
DICKENS C., La Vh 
YACHTING, Bullen 
IDARWIN. Origin r 


STUBBINGTON C., The Blood Pi 
I BARTHOLOMEWS, 1" map Lake 
BACON'S PLAN OF GLASOW (1 
GEOG/HIA, lge plan Cardiff (4/- 


BACON'S MAP 0 

| GEOG/HIA, lge. map Leeds (4/- cloth) 
EASON'S large plan of Belfast (1/6d pope 
BARTHOLOMEWS V o/toured map Kent i 
~ ” BEAUTY OF DOGS, W/Lock 1972 (w 
JT ANN. 1961 (d/w sl.trn o/w VG) 




VG) 


MANUAL OF ARMY CATERING SERVICES, R 


0 DRIVE A MOTOR CAR, (c1920 6t; 


POST L 


N DE., I 


-e (RS '6 




'w sl.trn o/wVG) 2. 
i/vt trn.o/w VG) 3. 


- .... ary(3 parts comp 

SURVEYING, W.N.Thomas (4th ed '58 d/w) VG 
PATRIOTIC P OEMS (OUP 1914 eps.fad. o/w VG) 

GILES JIGSAWS, Teaparty & Snowball (boxed comp.) each 
GOLDING W., The Paper Men (Guild 1984 d/w) M 
GREENE G., Stamboul Train (Heron 1981) VG 
WARD/L GUIDES, all G or better. North Wales, Glasgow, Paris, 
C.I., Lake Dis., N.Ireland, Edinburgh, Penzance(2), Cromer lot 
GRAHAM W., Angry Tide (Coll rep 77 signed d/w sl.trn.o/w F) 
SOCIETY SCANDALS (1st 77 d/w) F 
LUSTGARTEN E-., Century of Murderers (1st 75 d/w) F 
BILLIE JEAN KING, Autobiog (1st 1982 d/w) M 
PETULA CLARK, This is my Song (Biog Andrea Kon BC '83 d/w)l 
ELEMENTS OF QUANT (Surveying 4th T J/ - — 1 


COMPREHENSIVE A 




WHITAKERS ALMANAC 1945 (pps sl.brwnd. o/w VG) 
CHARACTERS OF WILD WEST (1st 75 d/w sl.trn) VG 
GARDINER CAT. HAND & POWER TOOLS (n/d 256pps.old m< 
ENG. MANUAL, HIS MAJESTY'S FLEET 1932 VG 
CHURCHILL, His Life in Photographs (1st '55 8^x11") VG 
SUPERMAN ANNUAL No.1 1972 VG 
CARS & THE MOVIES (USA 1st '69 100's photo's d/w) VG 
JANES MILITARY ANN. 1981-82 F 


j CUMBERLAND SCRAP B< 


! GRAVES 1922 (H&S cvrs.fad o/w)VG 
Sinjori Jesuo, Esperanto(1st '34 d/w)F 
(2nd '37 d/w sl.trn.wrtng.innr.cvr VG) 

_ 1897 hinges weak eps fad o/w VG) 

CAM H/LANDERS, The 79th new April 1945 


loth) V< 


SALE 


S. HAYES, 16 HOBART ST, LEICS. 


MITCHELL J. LESLIE, Hanno 


SALE 


- ... MRS G. BILSKI, 2 HOSPITAL HILL, CHESHAM, BUCKS. 

Tel: (0494)784050. Post extra. COR . *= More titles by Author - pleas 

*LT. COL. BRERETON, Rough Riders Of Pampas (VG) 

R. CROMPTON, The Inheritor (1960 1st si. torn d/w) 

*A. GARNER, Red Shift (1974 rep. si. torn d/w) 

R. JACBERNS, School Champion (1921 pic cov.) VG 

* A. LANG, Arabian Nights (1936 new ed. illus ford) VG 

*P. LYNCH, Strangers At Fair (Dublin 1st d/w p/g) G i 

*B. MARCHANT, Rachel Out West (n/d) G/VG 

*P. MATTHEWMAN, Pat At The Elm (3rd p/g d/w) 

R. McGOUGH, Mr Noselighter (1st g/d/w) VG ; 

*L.M. MONTGOMERY, Pat Of Silver Bush (torn d/w) < 

KOLDMEADOW, Princess Candida (1 st? pic cov) G j 

VL PEAKE, Letters From Lost Uncle (1976 d/w) M '< 

R.L. STEVENSON, Child's Garden Verses (Hopetown pr. 1950 rep 

*N ° S TREATFEILD^ChUdren'sMatineeO934* 1st) G \ 

‘AUTLEY, Country Hoard (rep illus Tunnicliffe) G t 

CD. WIGGIN, Old Peabody Pew (Constable 1907 1st) G/VG 4 

3. STONE Y, Enid Blyton (Rep. Biblio d/w) 12 

E. BRENT-DYER, School At Chalet (1939 NKB Frontis) VG 4 
V.BRAZIL, 4th Form Friendship (1912 1st) G 6 

-L. BROOKE, Man In The Moon (LB's Little Books) G 4 


SALE 

RANSOME BOOKS, 7 CULMHEAD CLOSE, TAUNTON, 


.. EDITIONS - GENERAL LITERATURE 

AMIS Kingsley; Jakes Thing (F dw) F 
BRAINE John, Room At The Top (VG dw, fox. 
GOLDING W, The Spire (VG dw) F 
GREENE G, Travels' With My Aunt (VG dw) F 
HUXLEY A, Bi .. 1 4 


AGATHA CHRISTIE - FIRST EDITIONS 


ocket Full Of Rye ('53, bright dw) VG 
ead Man's Folly (dw, '56) VG 
.50 From Paddington (in VG dw‘ '57) F 
at Among The Pigeons ^ ('59, VG dw) VG 

ndfeTs^NightT^! VGdwfVG^ VG 












By The Pricking Of My Thumbs ('68, VG dw) F 
Nemisis (VG dw, 71) F 
Postern Of Fate (VG dw, 73) VG 
Curtain (75, VG dw) VG 

A RTHUR RANSOME - FIRST EDITION - No Dustwra 
Swallows And Amazons ('30, very slight fraying at tc 



SALE 

Write to: SUE BALDWIN, QUISTE SLADE, 5 
DORSET DT6 4PG. Tel: Powerstock (030885) 


UPLODERS, BRIDPOR1 


HIST OF RAILWAYS IN BRITAIN, Ferneyhough (d/w 
THE ENGLISH GARDEN, Fleming & Gore (d/w 197! 
SCOTT P, Observations of Wildlife (d/w col Ulus 19 
FARRIERY J, Hickman (d/w 1980) F 
HERALDRY IN ENGLAND (K. Penguin K22) VG 
DAVID E, French Provincial Cooking (d/w CBC 196' 
& CHEESE COOKERY, T.A.Layton (d/w C 


)F G.BRITAIN, P.H.Ditchfield (d/w 1932) VG 4 

PRACTICAL GILDING BRONZING & LACQUERING (1915) VG 6 
THE CHARM OF BIRDS, Ulus R.Gibbings (d/w 1937) G/VG 4 
THORBURN A, Ulus British Birds (Hudson 1904) VG 16 

SHAW BYAM, Illus Prilgrim' ~ " ' ' /,x 


OXFORD BOOK O ..... _ _ . __ . _ 

DRABBLE P, My Beloved Wilderness (d/w sgnd 1st 1971) \ 
ROBERTS K, N ~ 


PRIESTLY J.B, English Journey (1st) G 3.50 

BELL CURRER, Villette (?1853 Pub B. Tauchnitz) G 5.50 

SALE 

Write to; MR A. MACDONALD, 113 KIRKSIDE, ALNESS, ROSS-SHIRE 
IV17 ORL. Tel (0349)883950 evenings. Terms COR plus postage extra. 
STOCK CLEARANCE SALE 

1 20 BOOK CLUB ASSOCIATES G/VG lot 18.00 

2 13 READERS DIGEST VG - lot 6.00 

3 10 CRIME FICTION BOOK CLUB VG lot 5.50 

4 50 ASSORT BOOK CLUBS(h/l) G lot 15.00 

5 30 TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE (h/b) lot 15.00 

6 25 SPIRITUALISM(incl many first editions h/b) G lot 25.00 

7 30 BIOGRAPHY (h/b) G lot 15.00 

8 25 CRIME (h/b) G 


0 35 POETRY (h/b) G 

1 35 LANGUAGES (h/b) G 

2 35 GARDENING, inch 1! 
13 15 MUSIC (h/b) G 






15 30 EVERYMANS Fiction & non fict 

16 20 SCIENCE & ASTONOMY (h/b) G 

17 30 RELIGION (h/b) G 


>5 ASSRT. GENERAL FICTION (h/b) G 
12 CLASSICAL (h/b) G 
*0 SCI/FI & HORROR (p/b) G 
>0 PELICAN & SOME PENGUIN CRIM 
.0 PENGUIN ORANGE G 


.0 BIOGRAPHIES (p/b) G 
i0 WESTERN (p/b) G 
14 HUMOUR inch BC, Cl 
i0 ROMANCE (p/b) G 


100 ASSRT. PAPERBACKS G 
50 CHILDREN (h/b) G 
25 CLASSICS (p/b) G 
75 CHILDREN (h/b) G 

Is ale" 

. to: STEPHEN JAMES 14 TY V 

ill enquiries. Postage 50p per i 


N AVENUE, CARDIFF. S 


ANNUALS 75 G £5; 76 VG £3.50; 77 VG £3; 78 VG £2.5 
! £2.50; '80 VG £2.50; '81 VG £2.50; '82 VG 2.50; 

£3; '84 M £2.50 

OTHERS:(Copyright Year) STINGRAY '65 VG £5; LADY PEN '68 VC 
CAPT SCARLET '67 VG £6; JOE 90 '68 VG £5; '69 VG £4; TV21 *65 

..3; Z CARS '63 M £3; '64 M £3; LAND/GIANTS '69 VG £3. 

); MAN/UNCLE '66 VG £3.50; '67 VG £3; '69 VG £3.50; 

I BURKES LAW '65 VG £3; MONKEES '68 VG £3; TV Pic/Story Bk '68 
£2; DICK BARTON '51 G £4; SIR LANCELOT No 2 '58 P/G £2; ROY 
ROGERS S/Bk 1 '53 £2.50; No 2 '53 £3; RUPERT '61 G (bind gone), '. 

(Cove, 

PERSUADERS 

P/BACKS: Too many to rnenth 

SALE 

Write to: ROGER ALLEN, 2 
WHITLEY BAY NE25 9AU. ' 


'ear): T/BIRDS 71 VG £5; PENELOPE 71 G £1.50 

-BLAKES 7 79 M £3; SAPP/STEEL '8 

STAR MAIDENS 78 VG £3; STAR TRI 


DENEHOLM, MONKSEATON, 


I WILBUR SMITH, Men of Men (1st 
MACDONALD George, What's Mine 
f —' " Frederick, Beyond the Blue Ev 


(d/w VG) VG: Dark Forces, Memoirs, Prisoner 
Ware £5.50 each; d) (no d/w) Mayhem in 


j WESTERN STORIES, mainly Hodder & Stoughton (red); nearly al 

|CHRISTIE Agatha, Elephants Can Remember (1st d/w F)^ ^ 
MACLEAN A., Caravan to Vaccares (1st d/w F) M 
ASIMOV I., The Rest of the Robots (1st UK no d/w) VG 
'■ “ IG A., Red True Story Book (1st 1895 cvr worn/mkd 1 crack) G 
FORESTER, The Gun (1949 raggy d/w) VG 
_ BURROUGHS, Princess of Mars (3rd edition) G 
BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN, Winchester (1914) VG 
BYRON (WORKS OF), (1845 cvr worn contents G, big) 

RUSKIN J., (Life & Teaching) (Mather 1900 pop edn) G/VG 
HENTY G.A., With Clive in India (early rep no fep G chipped d/w)V< 
HENTY G.A., Curse of Carnes Hold (new edn c. 1904 sit sp fad) VG 

SALE 

HAFAN GLYD, TREMEIRCHION, ST ASAPH, CLWYD, L 
| OUR, NORTH WALES. Post Free. CWO. 

•1 2 12 P pk 


191 12 plat 


IE THEATRE (Vol XVII. 

I MADAME SARAH, Cornelia Otis Skinner (1973 
SARAH SIDDONS, Roger Manvell (1st 1970 d/j 
A PRIDE OF TERRYS, Marguerite Steen (1st 1! 
ROBERT DONAT, J.C. Trewin (1st 1968 d/j ex 
A TALENT TO AMUSE(N. Coward), Sheridan M 
FUTURE INDEFINITE, Noel Coward (1st 1945 < 
DARL F. ZANUCK, Mel Gussow (1st 71 d/j ex 
ZIEGFELD, Charles Higham (1st British 1973 e: 
W. MACQUEEN POPE (ex lib. 4 diff §) 
STAGESTRUCK (Lunt Fontanne) Maurice Zolo 
KEATON, Rudi Blesh (1st England '67 d/j ex lib 
OSCAR WILDE, Rupert Croft-Cooke (d/j ex lib 
~ ,r - BARRYMORES, Hollis Alpert (1965 d/j ex 





















































































































































































































































































































SALE 

Write to: MRS H.BELL, KIRKSYDE, BUITTLE, CASTLE-DOUGLAS, 
KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE, DG7 1NP. COR please. Post extra. No 
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E. DENTON, 18 GREEN LANE, AMERSHAM, BUCKS, 


MANY THANKS TO ALL OFFERS. 
DO KEEP QUOTING. 

REMEMBER, ANYTHING DOGGIE !!! 


WANTED 

I Write to: P. HUDSON, 8f 


IES, 59 RICHMOND Pi 
l. (0202)34609. 
tors of BOXIANA and 


WANTED 

I Write to: M & D REEVE, 53 CUMNOR HILL, OXFORD, ( 


WANTED WANTED 

, R “P*** “ONKSEATON, WHITLEY BAY. 


F.HERBERT, D.DUNNETT, R.HERBERT, S. 


I HORSERACING, Anything t 

WANTED 


CORNWALL/CORNISH, All Good Titles. 

PHILATELY & POSTAL HISTORY, Any Books, Journals 
JAMAICA & WEST INDIES, Pre 1930 

WANTED 

Write to: GLYN EVANS BOOKS, FARINGDON, OXON, SN7 8AI 
Many DORNFORD YATES & ANGELA THIRKELL Still Wanted 
Any Books or Mags on HOCKEY, Joan Butler, Prouty, O.H. 

WANTED 

Write to: K.E.C.E. "DIXTER", BIRCHINGTON CLOSE, BEXHILL- 


















































































WANTED 

Write to: GREEN MEADOW BOOKS, KINOULTC 
Tel. (09497)723. 

ALISON UTTLEY, Brown Mouse Books, Little G 


RUPERT ANNUALS pre-1969 
SCHOOLGIRLS OWN LIBRARY, Any 
BRENT-DYER, many 

WANTED 

Write to: HEREWARD BOOKS, 32 HIGH STREET, H> 
ELY, CAMBS. Tel. (0353)740821. 


BIG GAME HUNTING GUNS MEMO 
PHEASANT PARTRIDGE AND GRC 
GUNS ALL ASPECTS, GUN TRADE 
WILDFOWLING AND WILDFOWL A 


FISHING TACKLE CATALOGUES Es 
B.B. WATKINS PITCHFORD, Everyth 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE ISLE OF ELY & 










































WANTED 

Write to: PORCUPINES BOOKSHOP, 11 BOUTPORT ST, B/ 

HARDY FERNS, R. Kaye Faber/Faber (1968) 

FERNY COMBES, Charlotte Chanter (1857) 

GRAYS ANATOMY, (Modern Edn.) 

/ANTED 

Write to: BRIAN KESTERTON, WHITE COTTAGE, WEST El 
ESHER, SURREY. Tel: (0372)64513. 


24 SOMERLEYTON ROAD, OULTON, LOWESTOFT, 


;ON, A History Of Fowling (II 
*D, Portrait Of A Desert (196 


WANTED 

Write to: F. ARMSTRONG, 35 
FY8 2DL. Tel: (0253)726244. C 


3. RICHARDSON, 5 PENRITH CRESCENT, MAGHULL, 


BOWMAN G, The Man Who Bought A 
CHAMBERLAIN^ OTHERS), WW2 F 
CHESTER(<8. OTHERS), The Zinovie> 


CARTER DICKSON, And So 
CARTER DICKSON, Murder 
CARTER DICKSON, Dept Q 


URGENT - Anything Everything Errol Flynr 
THE BEAUTIFUL PERVERT, Florence Aadl 
THE YOUNG ERROL - FLYNN before Hoi; 
Moore (p/b) 

CADS AND CAVALIERS, Tony Thomas 
. THE FILMS OF OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
: UNCERTAIN GLORY, Errol Flynn Cover 


: MY FIRST 100 YEARS IN HOLLYWOOD, J 
' IN AN OUT OF CHARACTER, Basil Rathb 
OTHER URGENT WANTS 
PICTURE SHOW ANNUAL 1951 
FILM REVIEW ANNUAL 1960/61 
PITRUEGOER ANNUAL 1961/62 


II! 

































































EPHEMERA 




















BOOK & MAGAZINE COLLECTOR'S 
GRADING READY RECKONER & CONDITIONS 

This Ready Reckoner will help you work out the value of a book in any condition. For 
example, if you have a book which we value at £10 in Mint condition, but which is only in 
«iood condition, you can read across the appropriate line and find the correct value of your 
hook — in this case, £4. Please note that Poor condition books worth less than £12 in Mint 
condition are virtually worthless to collectors. However, Poor condition books may be worth 
many times more if they contain intact, good illustrations. 


MINT 

FINE 

VERY 

GOOD 

GOOD 

POOR 

200 

180 

150 

80 

10 

150 

135 

125 

70 

8 

100 

90 

75 

40 

5 

75 

65 

55 

30 

4 

50 

45 

40 

20 

3 

40 

35 

30 

18 

2.50 

30 

27 

22 

13 

2 

25 

22 

18 

10 

1.50 

20 

17 

15 

8 

1 

15 

13 

11 

7 

1 

12 

10 

8 

5 

- 

10 

8 

6.50 

4 

- 

9 

7 

5.75 

3.50 

- 

8 

6 

4.50 

2.50 

- 

7 

5 

3.75 

2 


6 

4.50 

3.50 

1.50 

- 

5 

4 

3 

1 

- 

4 

3.50 

2.50 

50p 

- 

3 

2.50 

2 

50p 

- 

2 

1.75 

1.30 

- 

- 


STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR BOOKS AND DUST-WRAPPERS 

in all features, bibliographies and advertisements in BOOK AND MAGAZINE COLLECTOR, so that 
anyone buying or selling books has a standard system to use to state the amount of wear and tear a book 

MINT: This means that the book is in perfect condition. It is complete with its dust-wrapper and is 
impossible to tell from a new copy. DUST-WRAPPER: as new 

FINE: The book appears to be in excellent condition. Closer examination, however, will show evidence of 
ownership and storage. There may also be a small inscription to the previous owner, but generally the 
book is in near perfect condition. DUST-WRAPPER: as new, except for very slight rubbing on the corners 
VERY GOOD: Slightly less than Fine condition. Apart from slight foxing or fading, the book has no 
faults. DUST-WRAPPER: clean with excellent colouring, but with slight rubbing to most edges & corners 
GOOD: It is obvious that the book is second-hand. However, apart from minor faults, it must always be 
assumed that books in Good condition are complete in all respects unless described otherwise. DUST- 
WRAPPER: fairly clean with almost perfect colouring, but suffering from marks, slight creasing and 
other signs of wear. Most of the edges are rubbed and have very small tears in them 

POOR: A book in this condition is in really bad condition. It may be warped, the preliminary pages may 
be missing, and the spine irreparably damaged. The text is complete but the book is really only suitable to 
read. DUST-WRAPPER: tatty and grubby, and may well be marked, creased or torn 
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